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By STEPHEN GROVES 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
President Donald Trump’s 
so-called “Liberation Day” 
of tariff implementation 
fast approaching, Senate 
Democrats are putting Re-
publican support for some 
of those plans to the test by 
forcing a vote to nullify the 
emergency declaration 
that underpins the tariffs on 
Canada.
Republicans have 
watched with some un-
ease as the president’s at-
tempts to remake global 
trade have sent the stock 
market downward, but 
they have so far stood by 
Trump’s on-again-off-again 
threats to levy taxes on im-
ported goods.
Even as the resolution from 
Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine 
of Virginia offered them a 
potential off-ramp to the 
tariffs levied on Canadian 
imports, Republican lead-
ers were trying to keep 
senators in line by focusing 
on fentanyl that comes into 
the U.S. over its northern 
border. It was yet another 
example of how Trump is 
not only reorienting global 
economics, but upending 
his party’s longtime support 
for ideas like free trade.
“I really relish giving my 
Republican colleagues 
the chance to not just say 
they’re concerned, but 
actually take an action to 
stop these tariffs,” Kaine 
told The Associated Press in 
an interview last week.
Kaine’s resolution would 
end the emergency decla-
ration that Trump signed in 
February to implement tar-
iffs on Canada as punish-
ment for not doing enough 
to halt the flow of illegal 
drugs into the U.S. If the Sen-
ate passes the resolution, it 
would still need to be taken 
up by the Republican-con-

trolled House.
A small fraction of the fen-
tanyl that comes into the 
U.S. enters from Canada. 
Customs and Border Pro-
tection seized 43 pounds 
of fentanyl at the northern 
border during the 2024 fis-
cal year, and since Janu-
ary, authorities have seized 
less than 1.5 pounds, ac-
cording to federal data. 
Meanwhile, at the southern 
border, authorities seized 
over 21,000 pounds last 
year.
Democrats warned that 
tariffs on Canadian goods 
would ripple through the 
economy, making it more 
expensive to build homes, 
outfit military ships and pay 
for daily goods.
“These tariffs are a tax in-
crease on American fami-
lies  plain and simple,” said 
Senate Democratic Leader 
Chuck Schumer of New 
York.
 He argued that the in-
creased costs for American 
households were being 

done “simply to give a tax 
cut to Trump’s billionaire 
friends.”

Schumer said he agrees 
with taking on China “which 
really has hurt us in trade 
every step of the way.” But 
the tariffs don’t make sense 
for an ally whose economy 
is so interconnected with 
the U.S. economy. He add-
ed the tariffs are creating 
uncertainty with businesses 
and consumers.
At a news conference 
Tuesday, Kaine said fen-
tanyl trafficking is an emer-
gency, but that the emer-
gency stems from China 
and Mexico, not Canada. 
He said Trump invented a 
“made-up emergency” to 
help pay for extending tax 
cuts that he said primarily 
benefit the wealthy.
“How are they going to 
pay for it? Massive cuts in 
programs like Medicaid 
and Medicare, and tariffs 
imposed on the backs of 
everyday Americans,” Kai-

ne said.
Still, Trump has claimed 
that the amount of fentan-
yl coming from Canada is 
“massive” and pledged to 
follow through by execut-
ing tariffs Wednesday.
“We are making progress 
to end this terrible Fentanyl 
Crisis, but Republicans in 
the Senate MUST vote to 
keep the National Emer-
gency in place, so we can 
finish the job, and end the 
scourge,” Trump said on so-
cial media Tuesday.
Still, a few of Republicans 
have indicated they are 
considering voting for the 
legislation, which would 
need just a simple majority 
to pass the Senate.
Sen. Susan Collins, a Maine 
Republican, said she was 
still examining the bill, yet 
added she supported its 
“intent” because “Cana-
dian tariffs are disastrous for 
the state of Maine.”
“Canada’s our friends and 
our ally, and this is not Chi-
na we’re talking about. It’s 

not an adversarial nation. 
It’s our biggest trading part-
ner, and this just makes no 
sense,” she added.
Republican leaders in the 
Senate have signaled they 
aren’t exactly fans of tariffs, 
but argued that Trump is 
using them as a negotiat-
ing tool.
“I think all of us are anxious 
to see — and we’ll wait to 
see — what the president 
actually comes out with in 
terms of tariff policy tomor-
row, but I don’t think that 
should change people’s 
vote,” Senate Majority 
Leader John Thune, R-S.D., 
told reporters at the Capi-
tol.
He added that the emer-
gency declaration was 
made to “deal with the 
flow of fentanyl.”
While Trump’s close allies in 
the Senate were standing 
steadfastly by the idea of 
remaking the U.S. economy 
through tariffs, others have 
begun openly voicing their 
dissatisfaction with trade 
wars that could disrupt in-
dustries and raise prices on 
autos, groceries, housing 
and other goods.
“I’m keeping a close eye 
on all these tariffs because 
oftentimes the first folks that 
are hurt in a trade war are 
your farmers and ranch-
ers,” said Sen. Steve Daines, 
a Montana Republican.
Sen. John Kennedy, a Loui-
siana Republican, said he 
would prefer to see the 
U.S. and its trading partners 
move to remove all tariffs 
on each other, but he con-
ceded that Trump’s tariff 
threats had injected uncer-
tainty into global markets.
“We’re in uncharted wa-
ters,” Kennedy told report-
ers. 
“Nobody knows what the 
impact of these tariffs is go-
ing to be.”q

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., right, listens as Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., speaks 
during a news conference regarding President Donald Trump’s pending tariffs on Canada, at the 
Capitol, Tuesday, April 1, 2025, in Washington. 

Associated Press 

A Senate vote to reverse Trump’s tariffs on Canada tests 
Republican support
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By LISA MASCARO and 
LEAH ASKARINAM 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Speaker Mike John-
son exercised his power of 
the gavel Tuesday in an 
unusually aggressive effort 
to squash a proposal for 
new parents in Congress to 
able to vote by proxy, rath-
er than in person, as they 
care for newborns.
His plan failed, 206-222.
In an unprecedented 
move, the House Repub-
lican leadership had en-
gineered a way to quietly 
kill the bipartisan plan from 
two new mothers  Repub-
lican Rep. Anna Paulina 
Luna of Florida and Demo-
cratic Rep. Brittany Petters-
en of Colorado. Their plan 
has support from a majority 
of House colleagues. Some 
218 lawmakers backed 
their effort, signing on to a 
so-called discharge peti-
tion to force their proposal 
on the House floor for con-
sideration.
But Johnson, like GOP 
leaders before him, rails 
against proxy voting, as 
President Donald Trump 
pushes people back to 
work in the aftermath of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
work-from-home trend.
A procedural vote Tuesday 
tested who had the tally 
on their side  the speaker 
or the plan’s sponsors. 
Nine Republicans joined all 
Democrats to sink the GOP 
leaders’ effort.
“If we don’t do the right 
thing now, it’ll never be 
done,” said Luna, who 
gave birth to her son in 
2023.
Pettersen, with a diaper 
over her shoulder and 
4-month-old son Sam in her 
arms, stood on the House 
floor and pleaded with col-
leagues to turn back the 
GOP leadership’s effort to 
stop their resolution.
“It is unfathomable that in 
2025 we have not modern-
ized Congress,” she said. 
“We’re asking you to con-
tinue to stand with us.”
Johnson had drawn the 
line against proxy voting as 
unconstitutional.
“Look, I’m a father, I’m 

Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., takes questions on tariffs while meeting with reporters 
at a news conference, at the Capitol, in Washington, Tuesday, April 1, 2025.

Associated Press 

House Speaker Johnson fails to squash a proxy voting effort from 
new moms in Congress

pro-family,” the Repub-
lican speaker said late 
last month. But “I believe 
it violates more than two 
centuries of tradition and 
institution. And I think that 
it opens a Pandora’s box, 
where ultimately, maybe 
no one is here.”
It’s the first time in mod-
ern House history that the 
leadership was taking the 
extraordinary step to try 
to halt a discharge peti-
tion when it’s this far along. 
Next steps are uncertain.
Luna used the discharge 
petition process as she and 
others grew frustrated that 
House committees and 
party leaders were not 
bringing the proxy-voting 
proposal forward. Instead, 
she and others gathered 
the majority signatures 
needed, 218, to discharge 
it from limbo, and force it 
to the floor for action.
At a rules committee hear-
ing early Tuesday, the 
GOP-led panel tucked a 
provision into the routine 
rules process that would 
have prohibited not just 
this discharge petition but 
any others that try to push 
proxy voting forward.
Rep. Jim McGovern of 
Massachusetts, the top 
Democrat on the panel, 
said a discharge petition 
has never been halted 
before at this stage — a 
remarkable move from Re-
publicans who often cam-

paign as the party aligned 
with family values.
“Given the chance to ac-
tually support families, they 
turn their backs,” he said. 
“A majority of the cham-
ber is upending what the 
majority in this chamber 
wants.”
Republicans countered 
that Luna, who led the dis-
charge effort, did not go 
through the regular pro-
cess of waiting for their 
resolution to be brought 
to the floor through normal 
procedure. And they criti-
cized the temporary proxy 
voting policy that Demo-
crats put in place during 
the pandemic that they 
said was abused by mem-
ber absences.q
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By BEN FINLEY 
Associated Press
President Donald Trump 
‘s administration has ac-
knowledged mistakenly 
deporting a Maryland 
man with protected legal 

status to a notorious El Sal-
vador prison but is argu-
ing against returning him 
to federal custody in the 
United States because of 
alleged gang ties.
U.S. Immigration and Cus-

toms Enforcement officials 
admitted in a court filing 
on Monday night to an 
“administrative error” in 
deporting the 29-year-old 
man, generating immedi-
ate uproar from immigra-
tion advocates.
Kilmar Armando Abrego 
Garcia was arrested on 
March 12 after complet-
ing a shift as a sheet metal 
worker apprentice at a 
construction site in Bal-
timore, according to a 
complaint filed in federal 
court by his lawyers.
Abrego Garcia was then 
sent to a notorious prison in 
his home country, the Ter-
rorism Confinement Cen-
ter, or CECOT, which ac-
tivists say is rife with abuses 
and where inmates are 
packed into cells and nev-
er allowed outside.

He was placed at CECOT 
despite an immigration 
judge’s ruling in 2019 that 
he not be deported to El 
Salvador because he had 
established it was “more 
likely than not that he 
would be persecuted by 
gangs,” according to his 
lawyer’s complaint.
Abrego Garcia “left El 
Salvador when he was 
around sixteen years old, 
fleeing gang violence,” 
according to the com-
plaint. 
“Beginning around 2006, 
gang members had 
stalked, hit, and threat-
ened to kidnap and kill him 
in order to coerce his par-
ents to succumb to their 
increasing demands for 
extortion.”
“Although he has been 
accused of general ‘gang 

affiliation,’ the U.S. govern-
ment has never produced 
an iota of evidence to 
support this unfounded 
accusation,” the com-
plaint stated, adding that 
Abrego Garcia is neither 
a member of nor affiliated 
with MS-13 or any other 
criminal or street gang.
Abrego Garcia’s wife lat-
er saw him in photos and 
video of him at the prison, 
identifying her husband 
through his distinctive tat-
toos and two scars on his 
head, the complaint stat-
ed.
The Trump administration 
said in its court filing that 
ICE “was aware of his pro-
tection from removal to El 
Salvador,” but still deport-
ed Abrego Garcia “be-
cause of an administrative 
error.”q

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Baltimore Field 
Officer director Matt Elliston listens during a briefing, Monday, 
Jan. 27, 2025, in Silver Spring, Md. 

Associated Press 

ICE admits ‘administrative error’ in deporting Maryland man to El 
Salvador

By MICHAEL R. SISAK and 
ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. At-
torney General Pam Bondi 
said Tuesday that she has 
directed prosecutors to 
seek the death penalty 
against Luigi Mangione in 
the killing of UnitedHealth-
care CEO Brian Thomp-
son, following through on 
the president’s campaign 
promise to vigorously pur-
sue capital punishment.
It is the first time the Justice 
Department has sought to 
bring the death penalty 
since President Donald 
Trump returned to office in 
January with a vow to re-
sume federal executions 
after they were halted un-
der the previous adminis-
tration.
“Luigi Mangione’s murder 
of Brian Thompson  an inno-
cent man and father of two 
young children  was a pre-
meditated, cold-blooded 
assassination that shocked 
America,” Bondi said in a 
statement. She described 
Thompson’s killing as “an 
act of political violence.”
Mangione, a 26-year-old 
Ivy League graduate from 

a prominent Maryland real 
estate family, faces sepa-
rate federal and state mur-
der charges after authori-
ties say he gunned down 
Thompson, 50, outside a 
Manhattan hotel on Dec. 4 
as the executive arrived for 
UnitedHealthcare’s annual 
investor conference.
Mangione’s lawyer, Karen 

Friedman Agnifilo, said 
Tuesday that in seeking the 
death penalty “the Justice 
Department has moved 
from the dysfunctional to 
the barbaric.”
Mangione “is caught in a 
high-stakes game of tug-
of-war between state and 
federal prosecutors, ex-
cept the trophy is a young 

man’s life,” Friedman Ag-
nifilo said in a statement, 
vowing to fight all charges 
against him.
The killing and ensuing five-
day manhunt leading to 
Mangione’s arrest rattled 
the business community, 
with some health insurers 
hastily switching to remote 
work or online shareholder 

meetings. It also galva-
nized health insurance crit-
ics  some of whom have 
rallied around Mangione 
as a stand-in for frustrations 
over coverage denials and 
hefty medical bills.
Surveillance video showed 
a masked gunman shoot-
ing Thompson from behind. 
Police say the words “de-
lay,” “deny” and “depose” 
were scrawled on the am-
munition, mimicking a 
phrase commonly used to 
describe insurer tactics to 
avoid paying claims.
Mangione’s federal charg-
es include murder through 
use of a firearm, which car-
ries the possibility of the 
death penalty. The state 
charges carry a maximum 
punishment of life in prison. 
Mangione has pleaded not 
guilty to a state indictment 
and has not yet been re-
quired to enter a plea on 
the federal charges.
Prosecutors have said the 
two cases will proceed on 
parallel tracks, with the 
state case expected to go 
to trial first. It wasn’t imme-
diately clear if Bondi’s an-
nouncement will change 
the order.q

Luigi Mangione , accused of fatally shooting the UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson in New 
York City and leading authorities on a five-day search is scheduled, appears in court for a hearing, 
Friday, Feb. 21, 2025, in New York. 

Associated Press 

Federal prosecutors to seek death penalty for Luigi Mangione in 
UnitedHealthcare CEO’s killing



WORLD NEWS A5
Wednesday 2 april 2025

By WAFAA SHURAFA and 
SAM MEDNICK 
Associated Press
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza 
Strip (AP) — The U.N. food 
agency is closing all of its 
bakeries in the Gaza Strip, 
officials said Tuesday, as 
supplies dwindle after Israel 
sealed off the territory from 
all imports nearly a month 
ago.
Israel, which later resumed 
its offensive to pressure the 
Hamas militant group into 
accepting changes to their 
ceasefire agreement, said 
enough food had entered 
Gaza during the six-week 
truce to sustain the territo-
ry’s roughly 2 million Pales-
tinians for a long time.
U.N. spokesperson Ste-
phane Dujarric said Israel’s 
assertion was “ridiculous,” 
calling the food shortage 
very critical. The organiza-
tion is “at the tail end of our 
supplies” and a lack of flour 
and cooking oil are forcing 
the bakeries to close, Du-
jarric said Tuesday.
Markets largely emptied 
weeks ago. U.N. agencies 
say the supplies they built 
up during the truce are run-
ning out. Gaza is heavily 
reliant on international aid 
because the war has de-
stroyed almost all of its food 
production capability.
Mohammed al-Kurd, a fa-
ther of 12, said his children 
go to bed without dinner.
“We tell them to be patient 
and that we will bring flour 

in the morning,” he said. 
“We lie to them and to our-
selves.”
For the second consecutive 
day, Israel’s military warned 
residents of Gaza’s south-
ernmost city of Rafah to im-
mediately evacuate, a sign 
that it could soon launch a 
major ground operation. At 
least 140,000 people were 
under orders to leave, ac-
cording to the head of the 
U.N. agency for Palestinian 
refugees.
Gaza’s bakeries shut down
A World Food Program 
memo circulated to aid 
groups said it could no lon-

ger operate its remaining 
bakeries, which produce 
the bread on which many 
rely. The U.N. agency said it 
was prioritizing its remaining 
stocks to provide emergen-
cy food aid and expand 
hot meal distribution. WFP 
spokespeople didn’t imme-
diately respond to requests 
for comment.
Olga Cherevko, a spokes-
person for the U.N. Office 
for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs, said WFP 
was closing its remaining 
19 bakeries after shutter-
ing six last month. She said 
hundreds of thousands of 

people relied on them.
The Israeli military body in 
charge of Palestinian af-
fairs, known as COGAT, said 
more than 25,000 trucks 
entered Gaza during the 
ceasefire, carrying nearly 
450,000 tons of aid. It said 
the amount represented 
around a third of what has 
entered during the war.
“There is enough food for 
a long period of time, if 
Hamas lets the civilians 
have it,” it said. U.N. agen-
cies and aid groups say 
they struggled to bring in 
and distribute aid before 
the ceasefire took hold in 

January. Their estimates 
for how much aid reached 
people in Gaza were con-
sistently lower than CO-
GAT’s, which were based 
on how much entered 
through border crossings.
Israeli strikes kill dozens
Gaza’s Health Ministry re-
ported that at least 42 
bodies and more than 180 
wounded arrived at hospi-
tals over the past 24 hours. 
At least 1,042 Palestinians 
have been killed in the two 
weeks since Israel broke 
the ceasefire and resumed 
heavy bombardments.
The war began when 
Hamas-led militants at-
tacked southern Israel on 
Oct. 7, 2023, killing around 
1,200 people, mostly civil-
ians, and taking 251 hos-
tages. Hamas is still holding 
59 captives  24 believed 
to be alive  after most of 
the rest were released in 
ceasefire agreements or 
other deals. Israel’s offen-
sive has killed more than 
50,000 Palestinians, includ-
ing hundreds killed in strikes 
since the ceasefire ended, 
according to Gaza’s Health 
Ministry, which doesn’t say 
whether those killed are 
civilians or combatants. Is-
rael says it has killed around 
20,000 militants, without 
providing evidence.
Israel sealed off Gaza 
from all aid at the start of 
the war but later relent-
ed under pressure from 
Washington.q

Palestinians receive bags of flour and other humanitarian aid distributed by UNRWA, the U.N. 
agency helping Palestinian refugees in Jabaliya, Gaza Strip on Tuesday, April 1, 2025. 

Associated Press

U.N. agency closes its remaining Gaza bakeries as food supplies 
dwindle under Israeli blockade

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) — A fireball that erupt-
ed from a burst gas pipe-
line soared into the sky out-
side Malaysia’s largest city 
and injured 145 people as 
it burned for several hours 
before being put out, au-
thorities said Tuesday.
National oil company 
Petronas said the fire start-
ed at one of its gas pipe-
lines outside Kuala Lumpur. 
The inferno caused 20-story 
flames and a huge crater in 
an empty area near a resi-
dential neighborhood.
Health Minister Dzulkefly 
Ahmad was quoted by the 
New Straits Times daily as 
saying 145 people includ-

ing three children were in-
jured. He said 67 people 
were still being treated at 
public hospitals, mostly 
for second and third-de-
gree burns, while 37 others 
sought treatment from clin-
ics and private hospitals.
The fire department said 
the fire damaged 190 hous-
es and 148 cars.
Investigations were under-
way into the cause of the 
fire. Authorities said homes 
within 290 meters (yards) of 
the site will remain off-limits 
for now.
“There is a lot of damage 
across housing areas,” said 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him, who visited affected 

residents and announced 
financial aid for victims. 
He told them the govern-
ment and Petronas will be 
responsible for repairing af-
fected homes, which could 
take months.
Some residents said they 
felt a strong tremor, and 
homes shook.
Lee Weng Ken, whose left 
leg was burned, said the 
ceiling of his house col-
lapsed.
“I rushed out of my house 
but fell and suffered burns 
due to the heat from the 
blaze,” he told Bernama.
Another victim who only 
wanted to be known as 
Andy told Bernama he ran 

out of his home with his chil-
dren when they felt tremors 

and saw the fire about 100 
meters away.q

A massive fire burns after a gas pipeline burst on Tuesday, April 
1, 2025, in Putra Heights in Puchong, Malaysia. 

Associated Press

A fireball from a burst gas pipeline in Malaysia injures 145 people
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By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — Britain and 
Mauritius are finalizing a 
deal to transfer sovereignty 
over the Chagos Islands, a 
disputed U.K. territory that 
is home to a major U.S. mili-
tary base, the U.K. govern-
ment said Tuesday.
The government signaled 
that President Donald 
Trump’s administration, 
which was consulted on 
the deal, has given its ap-
proval and no further ac-
tion is needed from the U.S.
“We are working with the 
Mauritian government to fi-
nalize and sign the treaty,” 
said Tom Wells, a spokes-
man for Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer. “Once signed it will 
be laid before both houses 
of Parliament for scrutiny 
and for ratification.”
Britain and Mauritius have 
been negotiating a deal 
for the U.K. to hand over 

the Indian Ocean archi-
pelago, which is home to a 
strategically important na-
val and bomber base on 
the largest of the islands, Di-
ego Garcia. The U.K. would 
then lease back the base 
for at least 99 years.
But the deal has faced criti-
cism from the opposition 
Conservative Party and 
from some allies of Trump. 
Last year the now-Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio said it 
posed “a serious threat” to 
U.S. national security.
Trump indicated during 
a visit to Washington by 
Starmer in February that 
he would support the deal, 
saying: “I have a feeling 
it’s going to work out very 
well.”
Britain split the islands 
away from Mauritius, a for-
mer British colony, in 1965, 
three years before Mauri-
tius gained independence, 
and called the Chagos ar-

chipelago the British Indian 
Ocean Territory.
In the 1960s and 1970s Brit-
ain evicted up to 2,000 
people from the islands so 
the U.S. military could build 
the Diego Garcia base.
Mauritius has long con-

tested Britain’s claim to 
the archipelago and in re-
cent years the United Na-
tions and its top court have 
urged Britain to return the 
Chagos to Mauritius.
Britain agreed to do so in a 
draft deal in October, but 

that has been delayed by 
a change of government 
in Mauritius and reported 
quarrels over how much 
the U.K. should pay for the 
lease of the Diego Garcia 
air base.
The Chagos islanders, many 
of whom relocated to Brit-
ain, say they were not con-
sulted over the agreement. 
Under the draft deal, a re-
settlement fund would be 
created to help displaced 
islanders move back to the 
islands, apart from Diego 
Garcia. Details of any such 
measures remain unclear.
Two Chagossian women 
are seeking to take the U.K. 
government to court over 
the issue. Bernadette Du-
gasse and Bertrice Pompe, 
both British citizens, fear it 
will become even harder 
to go back to live where 
they were born once Mau-
ritius takes control of the 
islands.q

This image released by the U.S. Navy shows an aerial view of 
Diego Garcia in the Chagos Island group. 

Associated Press 

U.K. and Mauritius close in on deal over Chagos Islands after U.S. 
signals its consent

Mexico bans junk food sales in schools in its latest salvo against 
child obesity

MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 
government-sponsored junk 
food ban in schools across 
Mexico took effect on Sat-
urday, officials said, as the 
country tries to tackle one of 
the world's worst obesity and 

diabetes epidemics.
The health guidelines, first 
published last fall, take a 
direct shot at salty and 
sweet processed products 
that have become a staple 
for generations of Mexican 

schoolchildren, such as sug-
ary fruit drinks, packaged 
chips, artificial pork rinds and 
soy-encased, chili-flavored 
peanuts.
Announcing that the ban 
had become law, Mexico's 
Education Ministry posted on 
X: "Farewell, junk food!" It en-
couraged parents to support 
the government's crusade 
by cooking healthy meals 
for their kids.
"One of the core principles 
of the new Mexican school 
system is healthy living," said 
Mario Delgado, the public 
health secretary. "There's a 
high level of acceptance of 
this policy among parents."
Mexico's ambitious attempt 
to remake its food culture 
and reprogram the next gen-
eration of consumers is be-

ing watched closely around 
the world as governments 
struggle to turn the tide on 
a global obesity epidemic.
In the United States, for in-
stance, the Trump admin-
istration's health secretary, 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., has 
vowed to upend the nation's 
food system and " Make 
America Healthy Again " 
by targeting ultra-processed 
foods to curb surging obesity 
and disease.
Under Mexico's new order, 
schools must phase out any 
food and beverage display-
ing even one black warning 
logo marking it as high in 
salt, sugar, calories and fat. 
Mexico implemented that 
compulsory front-of-pack-
age labeling system in 2020.
Enforced from Monday 

morning, the start of the 
school week, the junk food 
ban also requires schools to 
serve more nutritious alterna-
tives to junk food, like bean 
tacos, and offer plain drink-
ing water. "It is much better 
to eat a bean taco than a 
bag of potato chips," said 
Mexican President Claudia 
Sheinbaum, who has cham-
pioned the ban.
Mexico's children consume 
more junk food than any-
where else in Latin America, 
according to UNICEF, which 
classifies the nation's child-
hood obesity epidemic as 
an emergency. Sugary drinks 
and highly processed foods 
account for 40% of the total 
calories that children con-
sume in a day, the agency 
reports. q

A street vendor sells sweet snacks in Mexico City, July 5, 2016.
Associated Press 
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Infini’s new dining experience takes your senses on an exciting 
culinary tour around the island!

Infini's newly introduced menu this season is 
prepared to take your senses on an innova-
tive gastronomic journey around Aruba. A 
chef-crafted, eight-course menu complete 
with locally-produced ingredients, paired 
with a wide selection of exquisite old-world 
wines, and an exciting first-of-its-kind fra-
grance collaboration invites you for a night 
you won’t want to miss.

The best of Aruba to your table
Come and experience the best of what Aru-
ban cuisine has to offer through Infini’s eight-
course dining spectacle. Crafted beautifully 
by the Infini crew, Menu XII takes on an Asian-
Caribbean twist inspired by Chef Urvin's roots, 
and highlights the collaboration between In-
fini and the 12-15 local producers who helped 
perfect his vision. From locally grown veggies 
and cured meat and fresh bread incorpo-
rated in the menu to even the handcrafted 
dinnerware, this gastronomic journey push-

es the limit and sets a new 
standard for fine dining on 
the island, bringing the story 
of each local producer into 
the spotlight and taking the 
guests on a grand culinary 
tour of the island. Enjoy their 
superb menu with a wide 
selection of Old World wines 
from Spain, Portugal, France 
and even Lebanon. 

Infini x LOVEmade
Infini’s innovative streak 
doesn’t stop there. For the 
first time in the culinary world 

of Aruba, Infini has collabo-
rated with LOVEmade Aru-
ba to create their signature 
fragrance, available only at 
Infini. Adding another layer 
of luxury to the fine dining 
experience, Infini pampers 
their guest with a luxurious 
and organic cleansing oil 
made from Cayena flower. 
This added service is includ-
ed in the carefully-crafted 
dining course, inviting guests 
to be part of this exclusive 
and unique partnership. 

Reserve your experience to-
day!
Infini invites you to discover 
the limitless possibilities of 
fine dining. Book your table 
now and be part of this ex-
citing new chapter: call at 
+297 6993982 or book your 
reservations online at reser-
vations@infiniaruba.comq

Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Marriott`s Aruba Surf Club!
The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the 
great pleasure of recognizing Goodwill Ambas-
sadors of Aruba. The honorees were respective-
ly honored with a certificate for their years of 

visits, loyalty, and love for the island of Aruba. 

The honorary certification is presented on be-
half of the Minister of Tourism as a token of ap-
preciation and to say “Masha Danki” to guests 
who have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or 
more consecutively. 

The three levels of honor are as follows:
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively vis-
iting Aruba)
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:
Goodwill Ambassadors
Mr. Douglas & Mrs. Brenda Tollett from Cum-
ming Georgia, United States. 

Mr. Jorgino Willems representing the Aruba Tour-
ism Authority, and staff members of Marriott`s 
Aruba Surf Club bestowed the certificate upon 
the honorees, presented them with gifts, and 
thanked them for choosing Aruba as their fa-
vorite vacation destination, as their home away 
from home.

The top reasons for returning to Aruba provided 
by the honorees were:
•	 Aruba’s	people.
•	 Aruba’s	beaches.
•	 Aruba’s	weather.
•	 Aruba’s	restaurants.
•	 “Local	US	customs”

On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we 
would like to express our sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to the honorees for their contin-
ued visits to the “One Happy Island”.q
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Chef David Lizano Sarmiento brings a new flare to Caya House!

(Oranjestad)—Caya House is adding a new 
member to the family: Chef David Lizano 
Sarmiento! Born and bred in Peru, Chef Da-
vid’s passion for the culinary arts started from a 
very young age and inspired him to work with 
some of the greats. Now, he's excited to bring 
his expertise and passion to Caya!

For David, cooking isn't just a career; it's a pas-
sion rooted in family and tradition. Growing up 
in Peru, he began cooking to help his parents, 

but it was his mother who rec-
ognized his innate talent for 
creating delicious food. She 
encouraged him to pursue 
his culinary dreams, and he 
hasn't looked back.
David's culinary journey took 
him to Nova Escuela and 
Cenfotur in Lima, where he re-
fined his skills and deepened 
his understanding of Peruvian 
cuisine. He had the privilege 
of working at Madam Tusan, 
a restaurant by the interna-
tionally acclaimed Chef Gas-
ton Acurio, a true inspiration 
in the culinary world. This 
experience instilled in him a 
commitment to quality and 
innovation.
Prior to joining the Caya team, 
David led the kitchens of two 
popular local restaurants as 
Executive Chef.  

Get a taste of what Chef Da-
vid has to offer
Caya House is excited and 
proud to present some Ca-
ribbean Nikkei dishes on their 
new menu with the collabora-
tion of Chef David on March 
17. Here’s a small preview of 
what Chef David offers his 
guests:

Beef Tataki Chino Latino
Potato and beets salad 
served with marinated ten-
derloin, pickled onions, picca-
lilli mayo, fried onions, cilantro, 
cherry tomatoes, cucumbers, 
avocado and a Maggi sea-
soning sauce vinaigrette

Join Caya on their new ad-
venture!
Make your reservation at 
+297-6993982 or reserva-
tions@caya.aw. Caya House 
is located at J.E. Irausquin 
Blvd 372, Noord, Aruba and 
is open Mondays through 
Sundays, 5:30 pm – 11:00 pm. 

About Caya House
Founded in 2022, Caya House 
is built upon the foundation of 
a beautifully restored Aruban 
Cunucu House. Our goal was 
to preserve the essence of 
traditional architecture while 
creating a space where the 
rich flavors of Latin America 
and the Caribbean could be 
celebrated.q

Aruba to me
ORANJESTAD — You are back and 
we would like to portrait you! By 
inviting you to send us your favor-
ite vacation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: Aruba to 
me is ……. Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@aru-
batoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn’t that 
a special way to keep your best 
moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any oth-
er materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Ca-
ribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use said 
materials, as well as names, like-

ness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation.
Last but not least: check out our 
website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day 
again.
For today we received a lovely 
message from Chris and Terry Gar-
vey & Don and Lori Aldridge from 
Massachusetts, USA. 
They wrote to us saying: “Aruba 
to me is sunny skies, beautiful 
beaches,and friendly people.”

Thank you for sending us this won-
derful message sharing what Aru-
ba means to you with us and our 
readers!q
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Blackstone Beach 
(Oranjestad)—Named after 
its most recognizable fea-
ture, the Blackstone Beach 
almost represents the op-
posite of the typical Aru-
ban beaches. For one, it has 
black sand and is covered 

in black smooth stones. Sec-
ondly, it lies on the northern 
side of the island, away from 
the white sandy beaches of 
in the southern region. So, if 
you feel up for something dif-
ferent—or if it’s opposite day, 

visit the Blackstone Beach. 

Blackstone Beach shows the 
more natural side of Aruba: 
the stones that cover the 
beaches and the shape of 
it has been crafted for thou-
sand years via volcanic erup-
tions, coral reef movements 
and wave activity of the rural 
northern part of the island. 
Located further east to the 
Natural Bridge and Andicuri 
Beach, the Blackstone Beach 
is relatively easy to access. 
Once you get passed the 
Ayo Rock Formation, take 
the Andicuri road leading up 
to Andicuri Beach. There, you 
can park your car and take a 
1km hike towards Blackstone 
Beach. 

This beach forms part of the 
Arikok National Park and is 
therefore a site that is pre-
served. This is why it is also 
relatively untouched by 
commercial influences. De-
spite being called a beach, 
do note that it is not advised 
to swim in the water, as the 

current is very strong and 
can easily stray you further 
in the wild ocean. However, 
you can still enjoy a spec-
tacular view of the stones 
and the northern ocean that 
stretches out in front of the 
beach and take a picture 
with your friends or family!q

Visit the historic museum at Fort Zoutman!
(Oranjestad)—Located in the 
middle of downtown Oran-
jestad, situated right next 
to the government building 
“Cocolishi”, is one of the old-
est buildings of Aruba: Fort 
Zoutman. First constructed 
in 1796, this site has been 
used (or left unused) in many 
ways and have survived eras 
of war and attempted dis-
mantling. 

When anyone refers to Fort 
Zoutman, they are actually 
referring to two separate 
buildings that, over the years, 
have been merged: the fort 
and the tower. That’s right, 
the iconic 5-story, squared 
tower was not part of the 
original structure of the fort, 
and is actually called “Wil-
lem III Toren”. Constructed in 
1867, this tower was named 
after the then-reigning king 
of The Netherlands, Willem III. 

Willem III Toren was originally 
a light tower, but after a re-
quest from Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Jan Helenus in 1866, it 
also became a bell tower.  
The fort itself was originally 
constructed to protect the 
commerce bay of Paarden-
baai from pirates and other 
disreputable characters 
roaming the Caribbean Sea. 
Unlike the Willem III Toren, 
Fort Zoutman had a more 
tumultuous past, including 
the on-and-off reception of 
unwanted members of the 
English military several times 
(The Netherlands was at con-
stant war with England back 
in the colonial era). 

Over the years, both the fort 
and the tower had func-
tioned as different govern-
ment center points, including 
a tax and stamps office. For 
some time these two build-

ings also housed a police 
precinct and jail, and even 
experienced abandonment 
until the Cultural Center 
Aruba Foundation (CCA) 
petitioned for its renovation 
in 1964, turning the site into 
the Historic Museum it cur-
rently is. 
Despite its small size, The His-
toric Museum guards a rich 
depository of the commer-
cial, military and social his-
tory of Oranjestad, offering 
a glance into how the social 
culture of the town came to 
be. If you are interested in 
history and want to learn 
more about Aruba, then Fort 
Zoutman should definitely be 
included into your itinerary.
The museum is open Monday 
to Friday from 9am-6pm, and 
Saturday from 10am-2pm.q   

Source: The Old Fort of Aruba 
by Jan Hartog. 
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water was used for horticulture and 
later by a group of Chinese families 
who grew vegetables. However, the 
stream’s flow has been hampered 
due to excessive dynamiting of nearby 
limestone quarries for commercial ex-
traction.
Wells of varying depths were dug 
by hand using chisels and ham-
mers throughout the island to access 
groundwater. Due to the dissolution of 
minerals and calcium carbonates in 
some of these wells, the extracted wa-
ter has a certain level of salinity and is 
known as ‘brackish water.’
Water from the well was extracted 
manually using a wooden bucket tied 
to a rope. Later, windmills with wooden 
or metal frames were installed to pump 
water to the surface. Meanwhile, the 
island’s early inhabitants, the Caquetio 
Amerindians, established their villages 
in areas where water and food were 
available. They would dig small holes 
near beaches to access naturally fil-
tered seawater for drinking, a practice 
that became an art.
With low rainfall, scarce natural fresh-
water sources, and limited groundwa-
ter reserves, Aruba faced a significant 
water shortage for the gold industry fol-
lowing the establishment of the Gold 
Mining Company in 1899. This shortage 
led to the decision to build a melting 
plant in Balashi and desalinate seawa-
ter from the nearby Spanish Lagoon.
During the colonial era, houses were 
built with cisterns to efficiently store 
rainwater, improving its quality for con-

sumption and domestic use. At that 
time, peeled cactus plants were used 
as a natural coagulant or filter for mud-
dy water.
When Petroleum refining company 
was established on the island, a solu-
tion was needed for both drinking and 
industrial water supplies. Initially, it was 
decided to import drinking water from 
the United States using special tankers. 
However, this system proved inade-
quate. As a result, a new water supply 
system was implemented for Oranjes-
tad and St. Nicholas, distributing dis-
tilled and mineralized water—a system 
that had already proven successful in 
Curaçao. (Episode 216:Drinking water 
in Aruba)q

Quenching thirst in Aruba Episode CCXCVII -297
Our narratives have long emphasized the vital bal-
ance needed in all that we do, especially on a small 
island like Aruba. For generations, we thrived with a 
laid-back colonial existence, shaped by a unique 
blend of cultures. However, the neglect of our cultural 
heritage and the growing threats to our biodiversity 
has reached critical levels.

This platform is dedicated to preserving and rediscov-
ering native traditions, while exploring the true spirit 
of what it means to be Aruban and reflecting on our 
history and identity. 
During this episode, we provide a brief historical over-
view of the evolution of drinking water in Aruba, high-
lighting its importance as a basic necessity for the 
establishment of human populations. Therefore, it is 
no surprise that, in arid regions like ours, people have 
sought ways to desalinate brackish or seawater to 
produce drinking water for centuries.
 
Before the establishment of the current seawater de-
salination plant, the native population relied on col-
lected rainwater for drinking. They had limited access 
to natural fresh water, finding it in a few places such as 
caves where water leaked from stalagmites, springs 
like Loran, also known as Pos di Rey, located on top 
of a hill near Shette, and under rocks at Paraboste, 
among others.
Rainfall in Aruba typically occurs from August to Feb-
ruary during the rainy season, but most of this rainwa-
ter quickly flows to the sea through dry riverbeds. In 
some areas, natives dug dams and irrigation chan-
nels, which were covered by vegetation such as Kwi-
hi and other trees to prevent evaporation, like those 
at Tanki Flip. During the early colonial era, rainwater 
was also collected from the surface for use in homes 
and small-scale livestock farming.
 
While surface water can be abundant during the 
rainy season, it quickly dries up in the dry season, 
becoming scarce due to evaporation and absorp-
tion by the porous layers of the soil. Rainwater that 
filters through these layers accumulates in aquifers 
and underground channels, forming what are known 
as underground rivers. On Aruba’s northeast coast, 
a small stream called Fontein flows year-round with 
crystal-clear water, in contrast to ephemeral streams 
that only flow after heavy rains. Historically, Fontein’s 

If you really enjoyed reading our sto-
ries and are interested in interacting 
and learning more about our island’s 
true identity, there is no better choice 
than Etnia Nativa—the only ‘living mu-
seum of its kind in the Caribbean.’ It’s 
a fascinating opportunity, a trendset-
ter since 1994, and a co-founder of 
Islands National Park, the Archaeo-
logical Museum Aruba, and numerous 
Artisan Foundations, among others. Et-
nia Nativa shares valuable knowledge 
and connects you with the ancient 
spirit and soul of the island. We recom-
mend booking a visit via WhatsApp 
+297 592 2702, as visits are private and 
by appointment only. You can also 
reach us at etnianativa03@gmail.com

locAl
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Aruban legends:
Frenchman’s Pass 
(Oranjestad)—If you ever 
plan on taking a group tour 
of the island, you may pass 
through the Frenchman’s 
Pass in Balashi. The French-
man’s pass (known to locals 
as “Franse Pas”) remains a 
mysterious—and spooky—
road of which its legend is 
told from generation to gen-
eration. 

The history of the French-
man’s pass—and how it got 
its name—dates back to the 
colonization era, when the 
French tried to colonize the 
island, but were met with an 
angry mob of indigenous set-
tlers, refusing to give up their 
land. However, as the French 
were heavily equipped with 
fire arms, the indigenous set-
tlers began to retreat, and 
hid away in nearby caves. 
The French colonizers tried 
to smoke them out of the 
caves, but the indigenous 
settlers ended up inhaling 
too much smoke and most 
died in those caves. From 
then on, this passage was 

known as Frenchman’s Pass, 
and there have been many 
accounts of spirits roaming 
the area of Spanish Lagoon. 

There are many ghost stories 
surrounding this area, but 
one of the most famous one 
involves a lonely hitchhiker, 
trying to find a ride back 
home in the dark rainy night. 

Sometime after trying to 
hitchhike, the man saw a 
car approaching, appearing 
almost ghost-like in the rain. 
However, since he needed 
a ride real bad, he didn’t 
think twice and jumped in. 
But to his horror, he noticed 
that the there was no driver 
in the front. Paralyzed with 
fear, he didn’t dare to get 
out, and the car started to 
move.

When approaching a sharp 
turn, the hitch hiker braced 
for impact, but just when he 
though the car might drive 
straight off the road and 
crash, he saw a hand appear 

out the window and turn the 
wheel. For the next few turns, 
the hand appeared again. 
After having had enough, 
the man decided to jump 
out and he ran to Santa Cruz. 

Arriving at a nearby bar, he 
ordered a drink and began 
to tell everyone about his 
experience. Everyone grew 
quiet, because they realized 

he wasn’t some drunk mess-
ing around; he was telling the 
truth. 

Sometime later, two men 
walked into the bar and one 
of them noticed the hitchhik-
er. He called out to his buddy 
and said: “Look, there’s the 
idiot who sat in our car when 
we were pushing it!”

French man’s pass is one of 
the few sites on the island 
that keeps the locals on their 
toes. While most ghost stories 
may not have real grounds—
or some may even be a set 
up story for a joke, this pass 
contributes a lot to our cul-
ture of folkloric story-telling.q

Source: visitaruba.com

Lessons from our elders: 
Plants and fruits for medicinal use  
(Oranjestad)—Though west-
ern medicine is now widely 
used for common illnesses 
and to keep our bodies 
healthy and happy, it is 
still very common in every 
household in Aruba (and 
around the world) to have 
staple home remedies that is 
passed on through genera-
tions. Here are some tips that 
our elders have passed on to 
us over the years.  

Pineapple 
Pineapple has more uses 
than topping it on your 
Christmas ham. According 
to elders, the skin of a pine-
apple is great to use to re-
fresh your body. Clean the 
skin thoroughly and make 

tea or warapa* with it. It is 
said that this tea can also 
be drank after an operation 
on the ovaries or uterus. This 
gets rid of irritation and in-
flammation.  

When the fruit is unripe and 
green, this can be used to 
stimulate menstruation flow 
in women. This also stimulates 
the passing kidney stones. 
When ripe, the fruit can be 
used for poisoning in the gut 
and can help treat rheumat-
ic diseases, like arthritis.  

However, breastfeeding 
women who cannot pro-
duce much milk are advised 
not to consume too pineap-
ple, and people with acid 

reflux are recommended to 
not consume any pineapple 
at all.  

Arrowroot 
Arrowroot is native to tropical 
America and can be sold as 
a powder or whole. It is said 
that you can take arrowroot 
powder and make a “sha-
lup” (porridge) for stomach 
pain or when you’re feeling 
weak. You can make it with 
milk too, but it is advised to 
best use just water. You can 
also add prunes for a bit of 
sweetness. Arrowroot shalup 
is also good to treat an un-
healthy gut or for diarrhea.  

To make arrowroot shalup, 
boil a bit of water and add 
one tablespoon of arrowroot 
powder and stir continuous-
ly until you reach porridge 
consistency. If you make a 
shalup with milk, add a pinch 
of salt. Raw arrowroot pow-
der can be used to powder 
babies.  

Eggplant/Aubergine 
Eggplants, or aubergines, are 

easy to find in supermarkets 
around the world and can 
be grown all year round on 
the island. Related to pota-
to and tomato, eggplants 
are good to calm nerves. It 
can also be used to lower 
blood pressure, by steep-
ing its leaves in boiled water 
and drinking it. You can also 
make eggplant juice to help 
purify your blood. However, 
do make sure to drink slowly; 
let it mix with your spit and 
then swallow.  

Eggplant kataplan* can also 
be used to treat skin tumors, 

abscesses and hemorrhoids. 
Eggplant kataplan can also 
be used externally to treat 
arthritis.q
 
*warapa: term referring to a 
water and sugar solution, a.k.a 
simple syrup.  
*kataplan: porridge-like mixture 
used externally for wounds or 
parts of the body that are painful 
or swollen.  
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HEADING

SERVICE
Cruise ship Schedule: April 1 - 6 2025

(Oranjestad)—When traveling to another 
country, especially for the first time, it is 
always better to be over-prepared than 
under-prepared. That is why we have a list 
of basicbut important information that we 
think may come in handy to Aruba’s visi-
tors. 

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates on 110V to 127V 
supply voltage and 60Hz. There are also 
three types of outlets used on the island: 
type A with two flat prongs; type B with 
two flat and one grounding prong, and 
on occasion, type F with two round prong 
and two earth clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly found in homes 
and establishments. 

Drinking water
The water that flows through the sinks of 
every house, hotels and other establish-
ments is distilled and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water exceeds WHO’s in-
ternational standards for water quality, so 
there is no need to buy bottled water from 
the store. 

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may vary depending 
on where you are staying on the island. 
Generally though, most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 10pm, Monday 
through Saturday. On Sundays, supermar-
kets generally close earlier; mostly around 
2pm.  

Safety
Since February 2024, Aruba has been cat-
egorized as the safest country in the Carib-
bean by The Telegraph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told us how they feel 
safe to explore the island or walk around 
at night. However, rare incidents do oc-
curs, so keep yourself and your belongings 
safe. 

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba



A13
Wednesday 2 april 2025

San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051
Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Central:  Tel.585 1965
San Nicolas:
Seroe Preto:Tel.584 4833

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

HEALTH

Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002

HTTA 
Halley Time Travel aruba 
are you interested in sell 
your time share in aruba ?
Contact the expert 39 years 
experience transfer over 10,000
Weeks of time share 
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypeasch@gmail.com

Divi Village 
eagle Beach
2 Br 2 Bath week # 13 
room # 3512 with 28 weeks 
remain
Contract expire : 2036
non mandatory maintenance 
fee
price :$10,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Dutch Village 
eagle Beach 
studio week # 15 room # 125
Overlooked the pool 
32 weeks remaining 
price :$6000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Casa del mar 
eagle beach 
2 Br 2 Bath 
Week # 14 room # 1509
price : $16,000
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

La Quinta beach Resort 
eagle Beach 
2 Br 2 Bath week 12 
room # 2002/2012
price :$9000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Barcelo Resort 
palm beach 
all inclusive 
One bedroom platinum
Week 2-17 
price :$10,000 each
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf Club 
palm beach
2 Bedroom 2 bath 
platinum ocean side 
price :$24,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf Club
palm Beach 
2 Br 2 Bath 
Gold season ocean side 
price :$13,000
 Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf Club
palm Beach 
2 Br 2 Bath 
Cold season Garden view 
price :$ 10,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

2000 Marriott destination 
points 
For sale 
@ $5,00 a points 
Transfer fee @ $3,00 a points 
One time $300 education fee
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Condo at Aruba Live 
noord 
5 min drive to eagle and palm 
beach
2 Bedroom 2 Bath 
Ground floor 
price :$450 K
 Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale 
Washington noord 
5 Bedroom 4 bath 
5 min drive to eagle and palm 
beach
price :$650,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Property land 
ponton 
10 min drive to 
eagle beach and palm beach
434m2 (467,537 sq feet )
price :$220,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

COSTA LINDA 
Wanted to buy 
wk 51 & 52 
3 bdrm will pay $250,000.  
Want wk 7 2bdrm pay $55,000.  
3 bdrm $75,000.
jillkaiserman@newindow.net
_________________________________318343

Investment opportunity 
eagle beach near Gloria
Commercial building
2630 m2 lease land (53,820 sqf)
6 ground floor 6 first floor
ready to build 
price :$ 750,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaeasch@gmail.com

Investment opportunity 
property land 
at san fuego near national park
11,667 m2 (125,582,543 sqf)
price :$ 560,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Investment opportunity 
license company for Bar / 
restaurant 
With two office spaces with a 3 
Br 2 bath house on a 2702m2 
Commercial land at sabana 
basora price :$506,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale 
Fixer upper 
pos chigito
5 min drive to mangel halto 
beach 3 Br 2 Bath on a 599 m2 
lease land (6447,582 sqf)
price : $200,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale 
Wegkustbaterij san nicolaas 
With and approved permit to 
built 3 stories giving this project 
a mesmerizing
180 degrees ocean view 
land is 470 m2 (5059,038 sqf)
price :$200,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
_________________________________219152
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By ELAINE KURTENBACH 
and DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Business Writer
Hooters is going bust.
The U.S. restaurant chain, 
known for chicken wings 
and its skimpy “Hooters 
Girls” wait-staff outfits, has 
filed for bankruptcy pro-
tection. HOA Restaurant 
Group filed the motion 
for Chapter 11 protection 
Monday in the North Texas 
Bankruptcy Court in Dallas.
It’s the latest legacy restau-
rant chain to run into finan-
cial trouble amid high food 
and labor prices, changing 
customer tastes and grow-
ing competition from new-
er casual chains like Shake 
Shack.
Red Lobster, TGI Fridays 
and Buca di Beppo all filed 
for bankruptcy protection 
last year, while the Tex-Mex 
chain On the Border filed 
for bankruptcy protection 
last month.
Under the Hooters bank-
ruptcy plan, 100 compa-
ny-owned U.S. restaurants 
would get sold to a group 
of Hooters franchisees. The 

franchisees, who include 
Hooters’ founders, currently 
operate 14 of the 30 high-
est-volume Hooters restau-
rants in the U.S., the com-
pany said.
“For many years now, the 
Hooters brand has been 
owned by private equity 
firms and other groups with 
no history or experience 
with the Hooters brand,” 
Neil Kiefer, CEO of the fran-
chise group Hooters Inc., 
said in a statement. “As a 

result of these transactions, 
the Hooters brand will once 
again be in the hands of 
highly experienced Hoot-
ers franchisees and we will 
be well-positioned to return 
this iconic brand to its his-
toric success.”
Hooters said franchisees or 
licensing partners would 
continue to operate all ex-
isting locations, including 
those outside the U.S. There 
are more than 420 Hooters 
restaurants in 29 countries.

Hooters, based in Atlanta, 
Georgia, was founded in 
Clearwater, Florida, in 1983 
by six businessmen with no 
food service experience 
who claimed they wanted 
to run a restaurant they 
couldn’t get kicked out of.
But its business strategy has 
faced challenges over the 
years, including lawsuits 
over hiring only “Hooters 
Girls” to serve customers. 
In 2017, the company tried 
opening a restaurant that 
didn’t feature servers in 
tight tops as a test of a dif-
ferent approach to its origi-
nal concept.
Last year, Hooters agreed 
to pay $250,000 to settle a 
race and color discrimina-
tion lawsuit brought by the 
U.S. Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission. Ac-
cording to the lawsuit, a 
Hooters in North Carolina 
laid off 43 employees dur-
ing the COVID pandemic, 
but recalled primarily white 
employees and Black em-
ployees with lighter skin 
tones once it began rehir-
ing workers.q

Chinese waitresses dressed in orange shorts and t-shirts cheers 
while welcoming the arriving guests at the Hooters restaurant in 
Beijing, China, Sept. 10, 2007.

Associated Press 

Restaurant chain Hooters goes bust and files for 
bankruptcy protection

Amy Arnott of Morningstar 
Diversification is a core 
principle of sound invest-
ing: A portfolio that in-
cludes assets with different 
performance character-
istics often leads to better 
risk-adjusted returns than 
one that relies on a single 
asset class.
But building a diversified 
portfolio can be easier in 
theory than practice, as 
many asset classes often 
touted as good portfolio 
diversifiers may not live up 

This Oct. 24, 2016 file photo shows dollar bills in New York.
Associated Press 

3 assets that may not diversify as well as you think
to their reputation.
Real estate
In some past periods, real 
estate investment trusts 
didn’t move closely in tan-
dem with the broader US 
equity market.
Rolling three-year corre-
lations have dropped as 
low as 0.10 during some 
periods, such as the early 
2000s. And being unte-
thered to the overall equity 
market can lead to better 
risk-adjusted returns when 
real estate is added to a 
diversified portfolio.
In recent years, however, 
real estate has generally 
moved more in line with 
stocks overall. This has also 
made it a less valuable 
cushion against bear-mar-
ket declines.
Real estate had previ-
ously held up better than 
the overall market during 
some market corrections, 
such as the tech-stock cor-
rection that started in early 
2000. But during the three 
most recent bear markets, 

real estate suffered heavi-
er-than-average losses.
High-yield bonds
High-yield bonds (also 
known as junk bonds) are 
issued by corporations with 
below-average credit rat-
ings, generally defined as 
BB+ or lower from a major 
credit rating agency.
As a result, they tend to 

trade more in line with 
broad credit markets, over-
all economic trends, and 
company-specific factors 
than they do with Treasur-
ies. As a result, they’re less 
sensitive to interest-rate 
movements than invest-
ment-grade bonds, which 
means they can provide 
diversification benefits 

within the bond portion of 
a portfolio.
At the same time, though, 
high-yield bonds have a 
relatively high correlation 
with stocks. They typically 
suffer during periods of 
weaker economic growth, 
which are also negative for 
stocks.
Granted, high-yield bonds 
have historically provided 
some protection from mar-
ket drawdowns. However, 
Treasuries have done a 
much better job of cush-
ioning downside risk.
Cryptocurrency
As an asset that exists pure-
ly in digital form, crypto-
currency is fundamentally 
different from other major 
asset classes.
Bitcoin still accounts for 
most of the investor inter-
est and assets, but numer-
ous digital currencies have 
also attracted more atten-
tion from both retail and 
institutional investors over 
the past couple of years.q
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer
The Boston Celtics almost 
certainly will connect on 
a history-making 3-pointer 
sometime this week. It’s 
likely to happen Wednes-
day against the Miami 
Heat. If not, then it’ll be 
Friday against the Phoenix 
Suns.
It’s coming. It’s inevitable.
This year’s Celtics  the de-
fending NBA champions  
will go into the playoffs 
having set league records 
for 3-pointers made and 
3-pointers attempted in a 
season.
Everybody knows the Celt-
ics shoot a ton of 3-point-
ers; they have taken at 
least 50 3s in a game 36 
times this season  and 
they’re a whopping 29-7 in 
those games after trying 62 
of them in a win over Mem-
phis on Monday night.
“It’s just a matter of taking 
what the defense gives 
you,” coach Joe Mazzulla 
said.
The Celtics are the first team 
in NBA history to take 60 3s 
in a game five times in the 
same season. They’re up 
to 1,344 made 3s this sea-
son, now just 19 away from 
matching the record Gold-
en State set two seasons 
ago  so that’s within realis-
tic reach against the Heat 
on Wednesday. They’ve 

tried 3,636 3s this season, 
85 away from the record 
Houston set in 2018-19.
This has been a talking 
point in the league for 
years. How many 3s are too 
many 3s?
The Celtics don’t care. Evi-
dently, neither do about 
half of the other teams in 
the NBA.
Boston is one of 15 clubs 
poised this season to 
break franchise records in 
3-pointers made, 3-pointers 
attempted or both. Some 
teams  Chicago, Cleve-

land, Portland and San 
Antonio  already have set 
one or both of those club 
records with two weeks left 
in the season.
Let’s take a look inside the 
numbers:
The league will set a 3-point 
record. Again.
Now past 30,000 made 
3s for the fourth consecu-
tive season  James Harden 
made the 30,000th on Sun-
day  the NBA is on pace to 
smash the current total re-
cords for 3-pointers made 
and attempted in a sea-

son.
The league record of 31,579 
made 3s was set last season 
and the record of 86,535 
attempted was set in the 
2021-22 season. At the cur-
rent pace, 33,000 made 3s 
is within reach and 92,000 
of them getting attempted 
isn’t impossible either.
It’ll be the 17th time in the 
last 22 seasons that the 
NBA has seen more 3s than 
ever before.
Teams are trying 6.8% more 
3-pointers, on average, 
than they did last season. 

This would be the biggest 
year-over-year jump in the 
last six seasons.
Translation: The 3-point 
craze is not ending anytime 
soon.
Half the league’s teams will 
break marks
If you’ve paid any atten-
tion this season, you know 
this isn’t just the Celtics go-
ing wild from deep. Almost 
every team is shooting 3s 
at a dizzying rate  with Chi-
cago simply obliterating its 
team record.
The Bulls had never made 
more than 941 3s in a sea-
son; they’re already at 
1,171 this season. They’re 
on pace for massive in-
creases over last season up 
36% in 3s made, up 32% in 
3s attempted.
Also currently on pace to 
break club records for 3s 
made, attempted or both 
in a season: Boston, Brook-
lyn, Charlotte, Cleveland, 
Detroit, the Los Angeles 
Lakers, Memphis, Miami, 
Minnesota, Oklahoma City, 
Philadelphia, Phoenix, San 
Antonio and Washington.
It’s not for everyone. Hous-
ton is on pace for the 
eighth-most 3s made and 
attempted in a season; 
to be fair, the Rockets of 
a few years ago were of 
the go-go-go, shoot-shoot-
shoot mold, and this team 
is not.q 

Boston Celtics players on the team bench celebrate a made 3-pointer by Celtics center Kristaps 
Porzingis (8) during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Phoenix Suns Wednesday, 
March 26, 2025, in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 

As the Celtics near NBA record for 3s in a season, a look inside the 
numbers from beyond the arc

By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer
PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — Steelers owner 
Art Rooney II says there are “positive signs” 
that Aaron Rodgers will play in Pittsburgh.
The four-time NFL MVP worked out recent-
ly with new Steelers wide receiver DK Met-
calf after previously visiting the team.
“We keep hearing that he’s heading in 
our direction so that seems to be all signs 
are positive so far,” Rooney told reporters 
at the NFL meetings on Tuesday.
Steelers coach Mike Tomlin said Monday 
that he’s staying in touch with Rodgers 
and is comfortable with Mason Rudolph 
as the starting quarterback.
“That’s why we brought him back,” Tom-
lin said. “I’m comfortable with that. And 
we’ve been there before.”
The Steelers allowed Russell Wilson (Gi-

ants) and Justin Fields (Jets) to leave in 
free agency and brought back Rudolph. 
Pittsburgh hasn’t won a playoff game 
since reaching the AFC title game follow-
ing the 2016 season.
The Steelers hold the 21st overall pick in 
the draft. Mississippi quarterback Jaxson 
Dart is a possibility whether the 41-year-
old Rodgers signs with the team or not.
Rodgers is a free agent for the first time in 
his 20-year career. 
He could be contemplating retirement, 
signing with the Steelers or waiting for the 
Minnesota Vikings to express interest. The 
Vikings seem to ready to go with J.J. Mc-
Carthy.
“Didn’t envision it taking this long,” Rooney 
said about waiting on Rodgers.
He added they’ll wait a little longer, but 
“not forever.”q

New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers runs onto the field 
before an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, 
Sunday, Jan. 5, 2025, in East Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated Press 

Steelers owner Art Rooney II sees ‘positive signs’ that Aaron 
Rodgers will join the team
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer
Tiger Woods can’t get back 
to golf soon enough. Any-
thing to keep him off social 
media.
First came words rarely heard 
from Woods  “Love is in the 
air”  in his social media post 
last week confirming he was 
in a relationship with the 
former daughter-in-law of 
President Donald Trump, ac-
companied by a two photos, 
one of them snuggling on a 
hammock.
More confounding, of 
course, was posting the 
photos along with a plea 
for privacy. But that was right 
out of his playbook from a 
decade ago when he was 
dating skiing great Lindsey 
Vonn. Provide proof (photos) 
to devalue and discourage 
the paparazzi.
Tuesday brought something 
new from Woods  an April 
Fools’ Day joke.
“I can’t believe I am say-
ing this,” Woods wrote on 
X, another phrase he rarely 

uses, “but a few weeks af-
ter rupturing my left Achilles, 
the sleeping in a hyperbaric 
chamber plus the explosive 
lifts my doctors and trainers 
have me ready to play the 
Masters next week! Can’t 
wait! See y’all on the course.”
He waited six minutes before 
clarifying that yes, that was 
a joke.
“My Achilles is still a mess,” 
he wrote.
That so many people fell for 
it is largely an example of so-
cial media destroying brain 
cells and partly because so 
many still hold out hope for 
his return.
Bernhard Langer had a tear 
in his Achilles tendon and re-
markably made it back to 
the PGA Tour Champions in 
three months, although he 
used a cart. Woods said this 
was a rupture, meaning 2025 
will be another lost year in 
the majors, the only tourna-
ments he still plays.
Besides, what is anyone hop-
ing to see?
Between the hardware hold-

ing his right leg and ankle 
together, a sixth surgery on 
his lower back, a ruptured 
Achilles tendon and a birth 
certificate that shows him 
turning 50 at the end of the 
year, the future is as cloudy 
as the forecast for Augusta 
National next week.
And it’s been that way for 
some time.
In the five years since golf 
returned from the pandem-
ic-caused shutdown — that 
includes a full year in 2021 
when Woods suffered severe 
leg injuries from his car crash 
outside Los Angeles  he has 
played 18 tournaments and 
has not finished closer than 
12 shots of the winner in the 
11 times he managed to get 
in 72 holes.
His greatest feat was making 
the cut at the Masters last 
year for a record 24th time 
in a row. Woods has never 
missed the weekend at Au-
gusta National as a pro.
No doubt, that first full week 
in April for golf has become 
synonymous with yellow jas-

mine, pink azaleas, white 
dogwoods and a red shirt 
on Sunday.
Woods at a Augusta National 
is special. Always will be.
Gene Sarazen, who put the 
Masters on the map in 1935 
with his famous “shot heard 
‘round the world” when he 
holed out from the 15th fair-
way for an albatross, made 
his last cut at age 61 and 
played until he was 71, then 
became an honorary starter 
until he died.
Sarazen was 90 when he told 
this gem of a conversation 
with the Masters chairman: “I 
told Hord Hardin I was getting 
too old to play in the Masters, 
but he kept saying: ‘Gene, 
they don’t want to see you 
play. They just want to see if 
you’re still alive.”
Woods hasn’t been competi-
tive in more than five years, 
but it’s hard to imagine he 
won’t be back. And if he is 
good enough to win a U.S. 
Open on one leg, there’s 
enough cause for hope to 
see a little magic.

Would even one tee shot be 
enough to satisfy his fans? 
Probably not. Besides, being 
an honorary starter is not part 
of his golfing DNA.
Curtis Strange, a two-time 
U.S. Open champion who 
works for ESPN at the Mas-
ters, raised that prospect in 
a conference call Monday.
“These great players, super-
stars, always talked about 
they never want to be a 
ceremonial player or some-
thing to that effect, like it’s 
a negative,” Strange said. “I 
want to see him at Augusta 
for a long time in the future 
playing. He’s not going to 
play the way he wants to, 
but I think the people would 
love to see him.”
It’s too soon for that. Wait 
until next spring, when the 
“tradition unlike any other” 
includes tracking his private 
jet going to Augusta for a 
scouting trip to raise hopes 
and Woods holding a Tues-
day news conference before 
the largest audience of me-
dia and playing a practice 
round with Fred Couples.
“I hope he gets back to 
where he can play. We 
don’t even know if he can 
play ever again. It’s going 
badly,” Strange said. “But es-
pecially here, where he can 
come back and be comfort-
able and just be around. The 
people can’t get enough of 
him. We can’t get enough 
of him. “It would be sad that 
he wouldn’t come back here 
and play in the future.”
In the meantime, Rory McIl-
roy might have his best shot 
at finally winning the Masters 
green jacket to complete 
the career Grand Slam. 
Scottie Scheffler is going 
after his third green jacket 
in four years — no one has 
done that since Jack Nick-
laus some 60 years ago.
Azaleas should be popping. 
The patrons will be roaring. 
The Masters goes on.
But there won’t be Tiger. No 
joke.q

Tiger Woods walks to the green on the fifth hole during final round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club 
Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. 
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The Masters goes on without Tiger Woods. No joke


