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By EUGENE JOHNSON and 
MIKE CATALINI 
Associated Press
SEATTLE (AP) — A federal 
judge on Thursday tem-
porarily blocked President 
Donald Trump’s executive 
order redefining birthright 
citizenship, calling it “bla-
tantly unconstitutional” 
during the first hearing in a 
multi-state effort challeng-
ing the order.
U.S. District Judge John 
Coughenour repeatedly 
interrupted a Justice De-
partment lawyer during 
arguments to ask how he 
could consider the order 
constitutional. When the 
attorney, Brett Shumate, 
said he’d like a chance to 
explain it in a full briefing, 
Coughenour told him the 
hearing was his chance.
The temporary restraining 
order sought by Arizona, 
Illinois, Oregon and Wash-
ington was the first to get 
a hearing before a judge 
and applies nationally.
The case is one of five law-
suits being brought by 22 
states and a number of 
immigrants rights groups 

Washington Attorney General Nick Brown speaks during a news conference announcing that 
Washington will join a federal lawsuit to challenge President Donald Trump’s executive order to 
end birthright citizenship Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2025, in Seattle.

Associated Press 

A federal judge temporarily blocks Trump’s executive order 
redefining birthright citizenship

across the country. The 
suits include personal testi-
monies from attorneys gen-
eral who are U.S. citizens 
by birthright, and names 
pregnant women who are 
afraid their children won’t 
become U.S. citizens.

Coughenour, a Ronald 
Reagan appointee, began 
the hearing by grilling the 
administration’s attorneys, 
saying the order “boggles 
the mind.”
“This is a blatantly un-
constitutional order,” 

Coughenour told Shu-
mate. Coughenour said 
he’s been on the bench for 
more than four decades, 
and he couldn’t remem-
ber seeing another case 
where the action chal-
lenged was so clearly un-
constitutional.
Shumate said he respect-
fully disagreed and asked 
the judge for an opportu-
nity to have a full briefing 
on the merits of the case, 
rather than have a 14-day 
restraining order issued 
blocking its implementa-
tion. Arguing for the states, 
Washington assistant attor-
ney general Lane Polozola 
labeled as “absurd” the 
government’s argument 
that the children of parents 
living in the country illegally 
are not “subject to the ju-
risdiction” of the United 
States.
“Are they not subject to 
the decisions of the immi-
gration courts?” he asked. 
“Must they not follow the 
law while they are here?”
He also said the restraining 
order was warranted be-
cause, among other rea-
sons, the executive order 
would immediately start re-
quiring the states to spend 
millions to revamp health 
care and benefits systems 
to consider an applicant’s 
citizenship status.

“The executive order will 
impact hundreds of thou-
sands of citizens nation-
wide who will lose their 
citizenship under this new 
rule,” Polozola said. “Births 
cannot be paused while 
the court considers this 
case.” Trump’s executive 
order, which he signed on 
Inauguration Day, is slated 
to take effect on Feb. 19. It 
could impact hundreds of 
thousands of people born 
in the country, accord-
ing to one of the lawsuits. 
In 2022, there were about 
255,000 births of citizen 
children to mothers living 
in the country illegally and 
about 153,000 births to two 
such parents, according 
to the four-state suit filed in 
Seattle. The Trump admin-
istration argued in papers 
filed Wednesday that the 
states don’t have grounds 
to bring a suit against the 
order and that no dam-
age has yet been done, so 
temporary relief isn’t called 
for. The administration’s at-
torneys also clarified that 
the executive order only 
applies to people born af-
ter Feb. 19, when it’s set to 
take effect.
The U.S. is among about 30 
countries where birthright 
citizenship  the principle of 
jus soli or “right of the soil”  
is applied. Most are in the 
Americas, and Canada 
and Mexico are among 
them. The lawsuits argue 
that the 14th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution 
guarantees citizenship for 
people born and natural-
ized in the U.S., and states 
have been interpreting the 
amendment that way for a 
century. Ratified in 1868 in 
the aftermath of the Civil 
War, the amendment says: 
“All persons born or natu-
ralized in the United States 
and subject to the jurisdic-
tion thereof, are citizens of 
the United States and of 
the State wherein they re-
side.” Trump’s order asserts 
that the children of nonciti-
zens are not subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United 
States, and orders federal 
agencies to not recognize 
citizenship for children who 
don’t have at least one 
parent who is a citizen .q
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By MENELAOS HADJICO-
STIS 
Associated Press
NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Experts from the U.S. Air 
Force are looking at ways 
to upgrade Cyprus’ pre-
mier air base for use as a 
humanitarian staging post 
in future operations in the 
Middle East, a Cypriot of-
ficial told The Associated 
Press Thursday.
Cyprus, which is only 184 
kilometers (114 miles) from 
the Lebanese capital, Bei-
rut, has acted as a transit 
point for the repatriation 
of foreign nationals fleeing 
conflict in the Middle East 
and beyond on numerous 
occasions in the past. It 
has also served as a transit 
point for humanitarian aid 
to Gaza.
Experts from the 435th Con-
tingency Response Group 
based out of Ramstein, 
Germany will spend the 
next few days at Andreas 
Papandreou Air Force 
Base to assess the upgrade 
needed to accommodate 
a wide array of U.S. air as-
sets and other forces.
A key priority is to ensure air 

In this image taken from video, a Greek Air Force F-16 aircraft lands at Cyprus’ Andreas Papandreou 
Air Base near the southwestern coastal city of Paphos, Cyprus, Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2020. 

Associated Press 

U.S. air force looks to upgrade Cyprus airbase as humanitarian 
staging post for the Middle East

traffic safety in and around 
the base, which abuts the 
island’s second-largest ci-
vilian airport, the official 
said. The base’s location 
makes it easy to transfer 
evacuees onto civilian air-
craft at the adjacent air-
port for their trip home.
The official spoke to the 
Associated Press on condi-

tion of anonymity because 
he’s not authorized to 
speak publicly about the 
details of the experts’ visit.
Air traffic safety would 
need to be enhanced 
through new high-tech in-
stallations, including state-
of-the-art radar, to ensure 
the independent opera-
tion of civilian and military 
aircraft at safe distances.
“The Americans are very 
specific on safety issues 
and want to make some 
upgrades to further im-
prove the base’s safety,” 
the official said.
Other essential upgrades 
include expanding both 
the base itself and the 
runway to accommodate 
more transport and fighter 
aircraft. q

By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — The European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) sided Thursday with a French woman who had 
stopped having sex with her husband, saying she should 
not have been considered at fault on those grounds in 
their divorce.
The ruling concerned a fault-based case in which the 
blame was attributed solely to the applicant. Back in 
2019, a French court of appeal ruled that her refusal to 
have sex was a breach of a marital duty and granted 
the couple a divorce to her detriment.
But the ECHR ruled that the French court was wrong, 
condemning France for a violation of the woman’s 
right to respect for private and family life.
“The Court considered that the reaffirmation of the prin-
ciple of marital duties and the fact that the divorce had 
been granted on the grounds that the applicant had 
ceased all sexual relations with her husband amounted 
to interferences with her right to respect for private life, 
her sexual freedom and her right to bodily autonomy,” 
the court said in a news release. The applicant, identi-
fied as H.W., is a French national who was born in 1955. 
She had started divorce proceedings against her hus-
band on the grounds of fault, alleging that he had pri-
oritized his career over family life and that he had been 
bad-tempered, violent and abusive. q

Top European rights court rules 
woman’s refusal to have sex 
not a fault in divorce case
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Prohibited by law: leaving 
the island with seashells, 
white sand or corals

(Oranjestad)—Often times, 
the customs department at 
the airport intercepts many 
tourists leaving the island 
with seashells, white sand 
and/or corals as souvenirs. 

Conforming to the inter-
national treaty of CITES 
and our local law which 
protects our Flora & Fau-
na, it is absolutely prohib-
ited to take any seashell, 
sand and coral outside 
of Aruba. This is to protect 
our environment. The high 
number of seashells, coral 
and amount of sand con-
fiscated is very strange and 
it is suspected that our own 
locals are the ones selling 
these to the tourists, which 
is unacceptable. 

Upon confiscation at the 
airport, you can also face 

a fine that they have to 
pay before leaving. This is 
surely not a pleasant ex-
perience for the tourist. This 
also leads to a negative re-
action which can put our 
tourism in a negative light. 
Though we love to accom-
modate our visitors, let’s all 
give nature the respect it 
deserves by protecting our 
environment. Stop collect-
ing seashells, white sand 
and corals from our shores 
and stop buying or ac-
cepting these from local 
sellers or companies. 

We want our future gener-
ations and visitors to enjoy 
the beauty of our beach-
es, shells and corals in a 
sustainable way, without 
destroying or disrupting the 
Aruban ecosystem. Help us 
protect what is ours!q

Ayo & Casibari: Aruba’s famous rock formations

(Oranjestad)—The Ayo and 
Casibari Rock Formations are 
known locally as one of the 
crucial sites to have in your 
“off-road” trip itinerary. These 
naturally formed rock forma-
tions as just one of the few 
places on the island that hold 
a rich history of our culture 
and of our ancestors. 

Ayo
The Ayo Rock Formation is 
located in the northern part 
of the island, right on the road 
that leads you to the Black 

Stone Beach, and close to 
the Natural Bridge. The Ayo is 
a fenced terrain that consists 
of several giant boulders, rest-
ing neatly on top of or side by 
side each other, adding gor-
geous natural architecture 
to the surrounding “mondi”*. 
This is also one of the few 
sites to contain prehistoric 
markings of our indigenous 
ancestors. The Ayo Rock for-
mation contains stairs that 
lead you to the top of the 
highest boulder, offering a 
breath-taking view of the 

Aruban backyard. The Ayo 
is usually quiet, as it is situated 
farther away from the busier 
parts of the island. However, 
this is just another charm of 
the site: the quiet area and 
the refreshing breeze offer a 
sense of comfort and peace. 

Casibari
Probably the busier rock for-
mation site, the Casibari is 
situated more in the center 
of the island, much closer—
and more accessible—to 
the general public. Just like 
Ayo, Casibari is a fenced 
area containing several 
boulders that lay on top or 
lean on each other. The best 
aspect of the Casibari Rock 
Formation is the accompa-
nying view when you climb 
up the top of the round, flat 
bolder. For this position, you 
can see the majority of the 
island and the ocean in the 
south. Right in front of the 
entrance, there is the Casi-
bari Café and Grill, a great 
place to get refreshments 
and snack before continu-
ing your off-road adventure!

Both sites are open free to 
the public, 24 hours a day. 
However, unless you are 
taking a trip with a profes-

sional tour guide, there are 
no guides at the sites to help 
you climb the rock. So, do be 
careful when trudging on the 
boulders, and make sure to 
befriend any roaming goats 

you see along the way! 

*Mondi: what we call our 
Aruban wilderness. We don’t 
have forests, or deserts, but 
we do have mondi! q
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Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas
SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 miles 
southeast from Oranjestad you 
will enter the city San Nicolas, also 
known as Sunrise City or Chocolate 
City. A city that is rich in authentic 
culture and island charm. San Nico-
las is Aruba’s second largest city and 
was once a bustling company town 
dominated by the oil industry since 
the early 1930’s. 

Over the course of four decades, 
its demographics had changed im-
mensely due to a stream of Afro-
Caribbean and South American 
workers who came to fill the jobs in 
the oil refinery between the 1920’s 
until the 1960’s. To this day traces of 
the multicultural influences in culinary 
offerings and customs, housing and 
population are clearly visible in San 
Nicolas - more than anywhere else 
on the island.

Flow of history
if you are looking for history San 
Nicolas has it. Here you will find three 
amazing museums, The Museum of 
Industry, the Community Museum 
and the Carnival Euphoria, all within 

walking distance from one another. 
The Museum of Industry is situated 
in the Water Tower in San Nicolas 
and narrates Aruba's industrial his-
tory which began in the 19th cen-
tury. Here you will learn about gold, 
aloe, phosphate, oil and the tourism 
industries which made San Nicolas 
once a bustling business center. 
Experience the touching stories of 
those who were part of this history.
Nicolaas Store built in 1940 and 
renovated in 2014 is the home of 
the Community Museum. The col-
lection is remarkable and spans mil-
lennia. Ancient fossils stand next to 
tableaus of an authentically recre-
ated colonial kitchen and bedroom 
and 19th-century barbershop, just to 
name a few of the items of old-time 
Aruba that has been preserved. A 
collection of artifacts and other ob-
jects of artistic, cultural, historical, or 
scientific importance can be found 
here for the purpose of education 
or enjoyment. 
Carnival Euphoria is showcasing 
Aruba’s Carnival. See how are Car-
nival has developed over the past 
65 years. 

The new San Nicolas
In the shadow of the refinery, an art 
capital is quietly beginning to grow. 
This is the new San Nicolas, a place 
that is starting to become a magnet 
for all that is young, cool and hip 
in Aruba. Indeed, San Nicolas has 
all of the ingredients of an emerg-
ing cultural hub — varied history, 
interesting architecture, and, per-
haps most importantly, an urban 
layout that makes it walkable. As 
you walk around, the streets are si-
lent but the walls are loud, filled with 
bright, colorful murals painted by a 
collection of artists from around the 
world. Thanks to the efforts of various 
art organizations in Aruba, such as 
Art Rules Aruba and Aruba Art Fair, 
San Nicolas has had quite the aes-
thetic makeover with regards to vi-
brant street art. Each year more and 
more stunning murals are replacing 
broken down buildings with colorful 
art pieces that keep brightening up 
SunriseCity.

Must See, Do, Buy & Eat
A little bit of everything can be found 

in the main street. Stores selling shoes, 
clothing, jewelry you name it. Arts & 
crafts by Cosecha store & Creative 
Center, a design store in which you 
can immerse yourself in discovering 
genuine and locally made arts and 
crafts which reflect the diversification 
of the Aruban craft heritage and the 
artistic supply of artisans. Don’t miss 
out on trying the exquisite food of-
fered by the cafes and restaurants or 
just enjoy a peaceful walk admiring 
the murals, mosaic benches and all 
the history San Nicolas has to offer.q

Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Picuda!

(Oranjestad)—If you’re ever planning 
on snorkeling during your vacation 
on Aruba, you may spot fish that you 
can’t recognize. One of these may 
be the “Picuda”, a very common fish 
that swims all year long in the waters 
of Aruba. Here’s some information 
about the beloved Picuda. 

Let's talk about the names of fish. 
Do you know your fish? This is an in-
formative article that illustrate some 
fish and their names in Papiamento, 

which the Department of Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Fisheries, known 
as “Santa Rosa”, wants to share and 
also obtain information from the 
public. 

Picuda, Sphyraena barracuda, 
Greater Barracuda

Well known is the Picuda on the 
island—Barracuda in English. Its 
scientific name is Sphyraena bar-
racuda. It is a widely caught fish. 
It is found throughout the year in 
our waters, where it is a so-called 
"ambush predator" that stays still or 
floats in the water waiting for its prey 
to approach so it can attack it with 
lightning speed. It is well known for 
fishermen, especially for its white 

flesh in fish soup. In fishing culture, 
there are many other names, such 
as Pecho blanco, Blekito, Banana, 
or Bleki. The names vary according 
to size.

Description
The Picuda is a long fish, with a round 
body like a torpedo and silver in color 
with shiny black stripes. Below, that 
is, the belly, is whiter, while the top 
part is darker. Its snout is very pointed, 
and the lower jaw is longer than the 
upper one. Its peduncle, where the 
body meets the tail, is thick, while the 
tail also forms a crescent but in this 
case one more "full" than that of mul-
let or conefish. This reflects the hunt-
ing style of the Picuda. It needs to 

be able to accelerate quickly when 
the prey gets close.

In Aruba:
Picuda can be found in our waters 
around our island throughout the 
year. Picuda, in our waters, is edible 
without any problem. Picuda is also 
a highly sought-after fish by sports 
fishermen or recreational fishermen 
because it puts up a good fight once 
hooked. It can be caught via trolling 
from a boat, casting from shore with 
a line or rod, or by jigging, casting 
the lure (artificial bait) and moving 
it with certain rod motions. q

Picture courtesy of the Department of 
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries.
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San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051
Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Trupiaal:  Tel.583 8560
San Nicolas:
Aloe:Tel.584 4606

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

HEALTH

Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002

By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer
Kids movies so often bear little of the actual lived-in ex-
perience of growing up, but Yamada Naoko’s luminous 
anime “The Colors Within” gently reverberates with the 
doubts and yearnings of young life.
Totsuko (voiced by Suzukawa Sayu) is a student at an all-
girls Catholic boarding school. In the movie’s opening, 
she explains how she experiences colors differently. She 
feels colors more than sees them, like an aura she senses 
from another person. “When I see a pretty color, my heart 
quickens,” she says.
Totsuko, an exuberant, uncensored soul, has the tenden-
cy to blurt things out before she quite intends to. She ac-
cidentally tells a nun that her color is beautiful. In the midst 
of a dodgeball game, she’s transfixed by the purple and 
yellow blur of a volleyball hurtling toward her  so much so 
that she’s happily dazed when it smacks her in the head.
Like Totsuko, “The Colors Within” (in theaters Friday) wears 
its heart on its sleeve. Painted with a light, watercolor-y 
brush, the movie is softly impressionistic. In one typically 
poetic touch, a slinky brush stroke shapes the contours of 
a hillside horizon. That evocative sensibility connects with 
the movie’s spiritual underpinnings. Totsuko prays “to have 
the serenity to accept the things she can’t change.” In 
“The Colors Within,” a trio of young loners bond over what 
makes them uniquely themselves, while finding the cour-
age to change, together.
The ball that knocks down Totsuko is thrown by a class-
mate named Kimi (Akari Takaishi), who not long after that 
gym class drops out of school  hounded, we’re told, by 
rumors of a boyfriend. (Boys are off-limits for the board-
ing school.) Totsuko, curious what’s happened to Kimi, 
sets out to find her, and eventually does. At a local used 
bookstore, she sits working behind a desk, strumming her 
electric guitar.
To speak to Kimi, Totsuko grabs a piano book for an ex-
cuse. When a bespectacled boy named Rui (Kido Taisei) 
approaches and says he plays the theremin, Totsuko 
blurts out that they should start a band. They aren’t much 
more than strangers to each other, but they do  a group 
urged together by Totsuko’s earnest positivity and her in-
stinct that they are suited to one another. (Totsuko sees 
blue for Kimi, green for Rui.)
Despite their relatively scant experience (none in the 
case of Totsuko), the trio begin making music together. 
They practice in an old church near Rui’s home that Kimi 
and Totsuko take a ferry to get to. They don’t share much 
about their lives, but enough to know, roughly, what each 
is wrestling with. Kimi hasn’t yet told her grandmother, 
who raised her, that she’s out of school. Rui, headed next 
year to college, loves music but has parents who expect 
a different professional path. But much goes unspoken 
in “The Colors Within.” If there’s a character who voices 
what isn’t articulated, it’s the kindly Sister Hiyoshiko (Yui 
Aragaki), the nun with the “beautiful” color. q

This image released by GKIDS shows animated character Kimi 
Sakunaga in a scene from the film “The Colors Within.” 

Associated Press 

Movie Review: ‘The Colors 
Within’ is a gentle stunner
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— When Madison Keys fi-
nally finished off her 5-7, 
6-1, 7-6 (10-8) upset of No. 2 
Iga Swiatek in a high-inten-
sity, high-quality Australian 
Open semifinal on Thursday 
night, saving a match point 
along the way, the 29-year-
old American crouched on 
the court and placed a 
hand on her white hat.
She had a hard time believ-
ing it all. The comeback. 
What Keys called an “extra 
dramatic finish.” The victory 
over five-time Grand Slam 
champion Swiatek, who’d 
been on the most domi-
nant run at Melbourne Park 
in a dozen years. And now 
a chance for Keys to play in 
her second Grand Slam fi-
nal, a long wait after being 
the 2017 U.S. Open runner-
up.
“I’m still trying to catch up 
to everything that’s hap-
pening,” said the 19th-
seeded Keys, who will face 
No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka, 
the two-time defending 
champion, for the trophy 
Saturday. “I felt like I was 
just fighting to stay in it. ... It 
was so up and down and 

so many big points.”
Just to be sure, Keys asked 
whether Swiatek was, in-
deed, one point from vic-
tory, acknowledging she 
really had no idea. Yes, 
Madison, Swiatek was that 
close to ending things while 
serving at 6-5, 40-30, but 
missed a backhand into 
the net, then eventually 
getting broken by double-

faulting, sending the con-
test to a first-to-10, win-by-
two tiebreaker.
“I felt like I blacked out 
there at some point,” Keys 
said, “and was out there 
running around.”
Whatever she was doing, 
it worked. Keys claimed 
more games in the semi-
final than the 14 total that 
Swiatek dropped in her five 

previous matches over the 
past two weeks.
“It was a matter of one or 
two balls,” said Swiatek, 
who lost in the Australian 
Open semifinals two years 
ago, too. “Madison was 
kind of brave.”
Sabalenka beat good 
friend Paula Badosa 6-4, 
6-2 earlier Thursday. Sa-
balenka, a 26-year-old 

from Belarus, can become 
the first woman since 1999 
to complete a threepeat.
“If she plays like this,” the 
11th-seeded Badosa said, 
“I mean, we can already 
give her the trophy.”
Keys might have something 
to say about that.
Still, Sabalenka won her 
first major championship 
at Melbourne Park in 2023, 
and she since has added 
two more  in Australia a 
year ago and at the U.S. 
Open last September.
The last woman to reach 
three finals in a row at the 
year’s first Grand Slam tour-
nament was Serena Wil-
liams, who won two from 
2015-17. Martina Hingis was 
the most recent woman to 
win three titles in a row in 
Melbourne, doing it from 
1997-99.
“I have goosebumps. I’m so 
proud of myself,” said Sa-
balenka, whose 4-1 head-
to-head record against 
Keys includes a win in the 
2023 U.S. Open semifinals.
Swiatek had not lost a sin-
gle service game since the 
first round, but was broken 
three times by Keys in the 
first set alone and eight 
times in all.q

By JAMES ELLINGWORTH 
AP Sports Writer
Formula 1 drivers could be 
suspended from racing or 
lose championship points 
for swearing or making 
political statements under 
new rules from series gov-
erning body the FIA.
That could deepen a rift 
with the drivers, who criti-
cized the FIA last year af-
ter Max Verstappen and 
Charles Leclerc were pun-
ished for swearing in FIA 
news conferences.
The FIA is seeking “to further 
enhance transparency 
and consistency in deci-
sion-making,” the organi-
zation said in an emailed 
statement on Thursday.
These measures published 
by the FIA on Wednesday 
apply to “misconduct,” 
which is defined by the FIA 

as including both offensive 
language and physical as-
sault, or for acts deemed to 
cause “moral injury or loss” 
to the FIA and auto racing 
in general.
Similar punishments also 
apply for “political, religious 
and personal statements or 
comments notably in viola-
tion of the general principle 
of neutrality promoted by 
the FIA” without written ap-
proval in advance.
The new regulations are 
labeled as a “guideline to 
assist stewards” on punish-
ments and fines starting 
from 40,000 euros ($41,600) 
for an F1 driver’s first of-
fense. The standard fine is 
10,000 euros but punish-
ments for F1 drivers are mul-
tiplied by four.
The suggested fine doubles 
for a second offense, along 

with a suspended one-
month ban. A third offense 
within a two-year period 
carries a proposed fine of 
120,000 euros ($125,000) for 
an F1 driver, a one-month 
ban and the loss of an un-
specified number of cham-
pionship points.
In cases involving political, 
religious or personal state-
ments, the FIA regulations 
also specify the stewards 
should demand a “public 
apology and repudiation 
of comments.”
Asked about the changes, 
the FIA said other sports 
bodies including the NFL 
and FIFA “have similar rules/
fines to protect the integrity 
of the sport. The FIA is not 
alone in fining competitors 
for misconduct.”
The governing body said 
stewards will still have dis-

cretion to enforce a par-
ticular penalty, especially if 
there are mitigating or ag-
gravating circumstances.
“The aim of this new ap-
pendix is to provide clear 
guidance to stewards re-
garding the penalties for 
violations of specific (in-

ternational sporting code) 
articles,” the FIA said. “By 
establishing a more struc-
tured framework, the FIA 
seeks to ensure that penal-
ties are applied uniformly 
and transparently, benefit-
ing both stewards and driv-
ers/competitors.”q

Madison Keys of the U.S. celebrates after defeating Iga Swiatek of Poland in their semifinal match 
at the Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia, early Friday, Jan. 24, 2025. 
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Australian Open: Madison Keys upsets Iga Swiatek and will face 
Aryna Sabalenka in the final

Drivers with their F1 cars start for the Hungarian Formula One 
Grand Prix race at the Hungaroring racetrack in Mogyorod, 
Hungary, Sunday, July 21, 2024.

Associated Press 

F1 drivers could be suspended for swearing or political statements 
under new rules
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‘By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writer
ASHBURN, Va. (AP) — 
Jayden Daniels has the 
Washington Commanders 
in the NFC championship 
game, and his list of admir-
ers around the league con-
tinues to grow.
Just this week, Philadelphia 
Eagles defensive coordina-
tor Vic Fangio called Dan-
iels “a young quarterback 
by birth certificate, not by 
the tape.” C.J. Stroud of 
the Houston Texans be-
lieves Daniels has “had the 
best rookie year of all time.”
If he and the Commanders 
beat the Eagles on Sunday, 
Daniels would become the 
first rookie quarterback to 
lead his team to the Super 
Bowl. 
And even as the hype train 
picks up speed, Daniels 
remains the same laser-
focused competitor and 
down-to-earth person 
he was when he walked 
through the door as the 
second pick in the draft.
“He stays as even-keeled as 
any player I’ve ever been 
around,” top receiver Terry 
McLaurin said Wednesday. 
“We’ve played in some of 
the most hostile environ-
ments, we’ve been play-
ing on some of the biggest 
stages and he’s treating 
it the same each and ev-
ery week. I love that about 
him.”
Daniels is making a strong 
case to back up Stroud’s 
opinion. The 24-year-old 
out of LSU is the first player 
in franchise history to throw 
for 25 touchdown passes 
with fewer than 10 inter-
ceptions, and his 891 yards 
rushing are the most of any 
rookie QB in NFL history.
After winning the Heisman 
Trophy in college and be-
coming the overwhelming 
favorite to win AP Offensive 
Rookie of the Year, Dan-

iels said he was “not even 
thinking that far” about 
making the Super Bowl and 
the trail he would be blaz-
ing by facing the Buffalo 
Bills or Kansas City Chiefs in 
New Orleans on Feb. 9.
“It would obviously be a 
blessing, but I’m just fo-
cused on how can I be 
better day by day,” Daniels 
said. 
“There’s countless teams 
that want to be in this po-
sition. You can’t really take 
it for granted, but you also 
just got to be in the mo-
ment.”
No problem there. Coach 
Dan Quinn likens Daniels 
on the sideline to “The Ter-
minator” because of his 
steely-eyed demeanor and 
avoidance of distractions.
On the field, Daniels has 
led the Commanders to six 
consecutive victories  win-

ning the first five on the fi-
nal play of scrimmage and 
beating the 15-win Lions 45-
31 in Detroit. He has thrown 
for 17 TDs during this stretch, 
and while Washington is an 
underdog at Philadelphia, 
Daniels’ magic is the big-
gest reason to think the 
Commanders could pull off 
another upset.
“He’s got rare, in-the-mo-
ment skills that have al-
lowed us to be into this 
spot,” Quinn said. “When 
it’s mental chaos going 
down and two minutes (left) 
and these tight moments 
where it can feel that tight, 
he’s got the experience of 
somebody that’s played 
a lot more football than a 
first-year player.”
Daniels isn’t sure when 
teammates stopped treat-
ing him like a rookie. It was 
Week 8 after his Hail Mary 

pass to Noah Brown when 
veteran tight end Zach Ertz 
asked that everyone out-
side the organization stop 
acting like Daniels is a rook-
ie because he had seen 
signs of it for months.
“He was very proactive 
in his approach to be-
ing great,” said Ertz, who 
helped the Eagles win the 
Super Bowl seven years 
ago. 
“A lot of times when you’re 
young in the league, it’s a 
lot of trial and error to see 
what works for you. And, 
oftentimes, you’re reac-
tionary in terms of how your 
process is. 
And it’s like, ‘Oh, after I 
failed a couple times, may-
be I’ll do X, Y and Z a little 
more.’ Whereas Jayden, 
the moment he first got 
here, he was the first one 
in the building studying as 

much as possible.”
Daniels, who still warms up 
with a basketball and loves 
that sport, too, earned the 
reputation of being a gym 
rat during offseason prac-
tices. 
He showed up early to take 
part in walkthroughs before 
others and stayed late to 
make sure he got the play-
book down pat.
Quinn, himself one win from 
returning to the Super Bowl 
eight years since he and 
the Atlanta Falcons lost to 
New England, appreciates 
Daniels’ competitiveness 
but respects even more 
how much stems from the 
rookie’s preparation.
“There’s a feeling of being a 
leg up, and doing that type 
of extra work sometimes 
just also provides the right 
motivation for yourself: ‘I’ve 
seen that look. I’m ready,’” 
Quinn said. “You’ve done 
the work at it, so when the 
moment comes, you’re 
ready to deliver.”
Daniels has delivered Wash-
ington’s best season-to-
season win improvement 
from 4-13 to 12-5, and he 
has been the centerpiece 
of an offense that has 10 
games with zero turnovers  
the most for the franchise 
since at least 1940, accord-
ing to Sportradar.
Each step along the way, 
Daniels has shown that no 
situation is too much pres-
sure for him, something he 
credits to football being a 
fun escape for him.
“I’m not really going out 
there and stressing about 
the moment because at 
the end of the day I get 
to do what I love each 
and every week win, lose 
or draw,” Daniels said. “It’s 
just a blessing to be one of 
those kids that are able to 
fulfill their dream and live 
out their dream of playing 
on Sundays in the NFL.”q

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) throws against the Detroit Lions during 
the first half of an NFL football divisional playoff game, Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025, in Detroit.
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Best rookie year of all time?’ Jayden Daniels has the Commanders 
a win away from the Super Bowl


