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By COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Soon-to-be first lady 
Melania Trump said Friday that preparing 
to enter the White House for the second 
time looks a lot different from the first go-
around. Now, she and her husband know 
what to expect.
“You know what you need to establish, 
you know what kind of people you need 
to hire for your office,” she said on “Fox & 
Friends” in a rare television appearance, 
where she showed off holiday ornaments 
she’s selling and her memoir as Christmas 
approaches.She said the pace has been 
fast, as Donald Trump works to build his 
administration: “It’s incredible and we are 
very, very busy.” She’s packing up so “we 
can start on Day 1.”
She said her husband’s attitude after his 

2024 win was not the same as when he 
won in 2016. “The country and the people 
really supported him,” she said. I think the 
energy is different. People around him are 
different.”
The incoming first lady also praised her 
18-year-old son Barron, crediting him with 
helping his father find new ways to reach 
the audience that elected him president. 
Trump has four other children.
“He is a grown young man, I’m very proud 
of him about his knowledge, even about 
politics and giving advice to his father,” 
she said. 
“He brought in so many young people. He 
knows his generation.”
She described working on her memoirs 
as a process that was “very personal and 
could be sometimes very joyful, but also 
traumatic and hard.”q

First lady Melania Trump arrives in the Rose Garden of the White 
House in Washington, June 26, 2017.
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Melania Trump says heading to the White House for the second 
term is much different than the first

By COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump 
on Friday offered a public 
show of support for Pete 
Hegseth, his embattled 
choice to lead the Defense 
Department, whose confir-
mation by the Senate is in 
doubt as he faces ques-
tions over allegations of 
excessive drinking, sexual 
assault and his views on 
women in combat.
“Pete Hegseth is doing very 
well,” Trump posted on his 
social media site. 
“He will be a fantastic, high 
energy, Secretary of De-
fense.” The president add-
ed that “Pete is a WINNER, 
and there is nothing that 
can be done to change 
that!!!”
Hegseth, a former Fox 
News Host, Army National 
Guard major and combat 
veteran, spent much of 
the week on Capitol Hill try-
ing to salvage his Cabinet 
nomination and reassure 
Republican senators that 
he is fit to lead Trump’s Pen-
tagon.
The effort has quickly be-
come a test of Trump’s 
clout and of how far loyalty 
for the president-elect goes 
with Republican senators 
who have concerns about 
his nominees. Trump has al-
ready met some resistance. 

Two of his other choices 
have stepped aside as 
they faced intense scru-
tiny: former congressman 
Matt Gaetz, his first choice 
for attorney general; and 
Chad Chronister, a Florida 
sheriff who was Trump’s first 
choice to lead the Drug En-
forcement Administration.
Vice President-elect JD 
Vance also made a show 
of support for Hegseth 
on Friday, part of a full-
court press by members 
of Trump’s Make America 
Great Again movement.

“If you’re a GOP Senator 
who voted for Lloyd Austin, 
but criticize @PeteHegs-
eth, then maybe you’re in 
the wrong political party!” 
Vance wrote on X.
Hegseth has promised not 
to drink on the job and 
told lawmakers he never 
engaged in sexual miscon-
duct, even as his profession-
al views on female troops 
have also come under in-
tensifying scrutiny. He said 
as recently as last month 
that women “straight up” 
should not serve in combat.

Two female senators, Re-
publican Joni Ernst of Iowa 
and Democrat Tammy 
Duckworth of Illinois, sit on 
the Armed Services Com-
mittee. Both are combat 
veterans who served in the 
Iraq war, and Duckworth 
lost both legs when a Black-
hawk helicopter she was 
piloting was hit by a rocket-
propelled grenade.
Ernst, who is also a sexual as-
sault survivor, stopped short 
of an endorsement after 
her meeting with Hegseth 
this week. She said she ap-

preciates his military service 
and they “had a frank and 
thorough conversation.”
Hegseth has yet to meet 
with Duckworth.
Trump’s transition team has 
been looking at potential 
replacements if Hegseth’s 
nomination cannot move 
forward, including former 
Trump rival Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis.
DeSantis plans to attend the 
Army-Navy football game 
with Trump on Dec. 14, ac-
cording to a person familiar 
with the Florida governor’s 
plans who spoke to the AP 
on condition of anonymity 
to discuss them before a 
public announcement.
DeSantis and Trump had 
spoken about the defense 
secretary post when they 
saw each other Tuesday at 
a memorial service for sher-
iff deputies in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, according 
people familiar with the 
matter who said Trump was 
interested in DeSantis for 
the post, and the governor 
was receptive.
DeSantis also is poised to 
select a replacement for 
the expected Senate va-
cancy to be created by 
Marco Rubio becoming 
secretary of state, and 
Trump’s daughter-in-law 
Lara Trump is seen as the 
preferred choice by those 
in Trump’s orbit.q

Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump’s nominee to be defense secretary, responds to 
reporters during a meeting with Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., a member of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. 
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Trump offers a public show of support for Pete Hegseth, his 
embattled nominee to lead the Pentagon
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By LEA SKENE 
Associated Press
BALTIMORE (AP) — A fed-
eral judge on Friday ruled 
that the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy can continue consid-
ering race in its admissions 
process, ruling that military 
cohesion and other nation-
al security factors mean 
the officer training school 
should not be subjected to 
the same standards as civil-
ian universities.
During a two-week bench 
trial in September, attor-
neys for the school argued 
that prioritizing diversity in 
the military makes it stron-
ger, more effective and 
more widely respected.
The group behind the 
case, Students for Fair Ad-
missions, also brought the 
lawsuit challenging affirma-
tive action that resulted in 
a landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling last year. The 
high court’s conservative 
majority broadly prohibited 
the consideration of race 
and ethnicity in college 
admissions, ending a long-
standing practice meant 
to boost opportunities for 
historically marginalized 
groups and sending shock-
waves through higher edu-
cation. But it carved out a 
potential exemption for mil-
itary academies, suggest-
ing that national security 

interests could affect the 
legal analysis.
Students for Fair Admissions 
later sued the Annapolis-
based Naval Academy 
challenging the exemp-
tion.
But Judge Richard Bennett 
rejected their arguments in 
a lengthy opinion released 
Friday. A George W. Bush 
appointee who served for 
over 20 years in the U.S. 
Army Reserve and the 
Maryland National Guard, 
Bennett wrote that the 

school had “established a 
compelling national secu-
rity interest in a diverse of-
ficer corps.”
“Specifically, the Academy 
has tied its use of race to 
the realization of an officer 
corps that represents the 
country it protects and the 
people it leads,” he wrote. 
“The Academy has proven 
that this national security in-
terest is indeed measurable 
and that its admissions pro-
gram is narrowly tailored to 
meet that interest.”

Bennett noted that demo-
graphics are a minor factor 
in Naval Academy admis-
sions  no one is admitted 
solely on the basis of race. 
He also noted that Students 
for Fair Admissions includes 
among its membership 
“four individuals whose pri-
or applications to the U.S. 
Naval Academy were de-
nied.”
In a statement Friday, Presi-
dent Edward Blum said the 
group would appeal the 
decision.

“It is our hope that the U.S. 
military academies ulti-
mately will be compelled 
to follow the Supreme 
Court’s prohibition of race 
in college admissions,” he 
said.
Attorneys for the group ar-
gued during trial that priori-
tizing minority candidates 
is unfair to qualified white 
applicants and that cohe-
sion should arise from other 
factors such as training and 
command structure.
The group also sued West 
Point last year, but the Na-
val Academy case was the 
first case to go to trial.
Witness testimony included 
accounts from current and 
former high-ranking mili-
tary officials who expressed 
varying opinions on how 
race affects the experi-
ences of service members 
and the organization as a 
whole. Some argued that 
performance standards 
alone should be used to 
evaluate candidates while 
others emphasized the im-
portance of fostering diver-
sity.
The court also heard from 
historians who described 
the military’s fraught his-
tory of racial tension, 
which on some occasions 
erupted into violence and 
jeopardized its wartime 
readiness.q

An entrance to the U.S. Naval Academy campus in Annapolis, Md., is seen Jan. 9, 2014. 
Associated Press

Judge upholds use of race in Naval Academy admissions, saying 
a diverse military is stronger

By JONATHAN J. COOPER 
Associated Press
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Democratic National Com-
mittee Chairman Jaime 
Harrison delivered a stead-
fast defense of his party’s 
commitment to racial eq-
uity Thursday, drawing on 
his own identity as a Black 
man to push back force-
fully against critics who say 
Democrats need to aban-
don “identity politics.”
People of color need to 
see Democrats fighting for 
them, and that “cannot be 
the excuse for why we win 
or lose,” Harrison said in a 
passionate speech to state 
Democratic chairs meeting 

in Arizona.
“When I wake up in the 
morning, when I look in the 
mirror, when I step out the 
door, I can’t rub this off,” 
he said, waving his hand in 
front of his face. “This is who 
I am. This is how the world 
perceives me.”
“That is my identity,” he 
continued. “And it is not 
politics. It is my life. And the 
people that I need in the 
party, that I need to stand 
up for me, have to recog-
nize that. You cannot run 
away from that.”
Harrison’s four-year tenure 
will end early next year. He 
twice suggested he has 
more grievances he’s itch-

ing to get off his chest, say-
ing “the muzzle comes off” 
the day after his replace-
ment is elected on Feb. 1. 
He has no plans to endorse 
a replacement.
“That’s it for you all,” Har-
rison said later as he 
wrapped up his speech. 
“Because I’m saving the 
rest for my book. And I am 
naming names.”
Democrats are having a 
fierce debate over the rea-
sons Vice President Kamala 
Harris lost decisively to Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump 
and the path forward for 
a party that will be locked 
out of the White House 
and Congressional ma-

jorities. Some have argued 
the party has become 
too politically correct and 

overly focused on appeal-
ing to voters based on their 
identity.q

Democratic Party chair Jaime Harrison speaks during a rally for 
Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris 
at the Reno Events Center, Oct. 31, 2024, in Reno, Nev. 
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Outgoing DNC chair Jaime Harrison pushes back against critics of 
‘identity politics’
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BALTIMORE (AP) — Firefight-
ers were battling a mas-
sive, wind-driven brushfire 
at a Baltimore wood recy-
cling yard that closed a 
section of the expressway 
into the city’s downtown, 
the neighboring light rail 
line and nearby roads and 
schools on Friday morning.

Crews were called to the 
Camp Small yard, where 
large trees and logs are 
stacked about 30 feet 
(about nine meters) high, 
after 5 p.m. Thursday, Balti-
more City Fire Chief James 
Wallace said at a briefing.
“When they got here, they 
discovered a rapidly evolv-

ing fire that was in a large 
pile of trees and logs in a 
large area,” Wallace said. 
“This stage is just that, lots 
of trees, logs, stumps and 
things like that.”
About 100 to 125 firefight-
ers were battling the fire. 
Wallace said it was a chal-
lenge because the flames 
were fueled by high winds. 
He said firefighters planned 
to use heavy equipment to 
cut a ring around the fire 
once they had more con-
trol.
“It’s very, very difficult for 
us to get out ahead of it,” 
Wallace said.
Firefighters gained the up-
per hand Thursday night, 
and on Friday morning the 
fire was contained.
Air quality in parts of the 
city was in the moderate 
range on Friday morning 
because of smoke from the 

fire. People sensitive to air 
pollution should consider 
avoiding outdoor activities, 
the Maryland Department 
of the Environment said in 
a social media post.
Baltimore City Fire Depart-
ment spokesman John 
Marsh said the smoke was 
dying down, allowing of-
ficials to reopen Interstate 
83, which runs from down-
town Baltimore to areas 
north of the city. Officials 
announced before 9 a.m. 
that the northbound and 
southbound lanes had re-
opened.
Two nearby high schools 
were closed Friday, Mayor 
Brandon Scott said at a 
briefing. 
And fireworks were can-
celed at an annual holiday 
celebration in downtown 
Baltimore on Thursday eve-
ning.

Marsh said no injuries had 
been reported even as 
crews spent all night work-
ing to battle the fire, which 
grew rapidly because of 
weather conditions and 
the enormous concentra-
tion of dry wood.
The recycling yard is filled 
with logs, branches and 
other tree waste that city 
crews remove from Balti-
more streets, sidewalks and 
parks. Much of the wood 
is later turned into lumber 
and mulch or sold to local 
builders.
“It was the largest bonfire 
I’ve ever seen in my life,” 
Marsh said.
He said the cause re-
mains under investiga-
tion. Officials haven’t pro-
vided a timeline for when 
the fire could be fully 
extinguished.q

By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
Texas man who was the 
first rioter to go on trial for 
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on 
the U.S. Capitol was resen-
tenced on Friday to nearly 
seven years in prison after 
he delivered an angry, pro-
fane rant to the judge who 
agreed to modestly reduce 
his original sentence.
Guy Reffitt benefitted from 
a U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing that led to the dismiss-
al of his conviction on an 
obstruction charge. His 
new sentence  six years 
and eight months  is seven 
months lower than his origi-
nal sentence.
Reffitt repeatedly shook his 
head and appeared to be 
agitated as he listened to 
U.S. District Judge Dabney 
Friedrich and a prosecutor 
describe his role in a mob’s 
attack on the Capitol. He 
told the judge that he was 
“in my feelings” and upset 
about the “lies and the cra-
ziness” that he perceived.
“I was not there to take 
over no government,” Ref-
fitt said. “I love this country.”
“No one has a problem with 
your feelings,” the judge 

said. “It’s the actions you 
took with your feelings.”
Reffitt stormed the Captiol 
with a holstered handgun 
on his waist. He also was 
carrying zip-tie handcuffs 
and wearing body armor 
and a helmet equipped 
with a video camera when 
he advanced on police of-
ficers outside the building. 

He retreated after an offi-
cer pepper sprayed him in 
the face, but he waved on 
other rioters who ultimately 
breached the building.
Prosecutors said Reffitt told 
fellow members of the Tex-
as Three Percenters militia 
group that he planned to 
drag House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi out of the Capi-

tol building by her ankles, 
“with her head hitting every 
step on the way down.”
“His objective was to over-
take Congress, physically 
and with violence,” said As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Jeffrey 
Nestler.
“In his own words,” Nestler 
added, “Congress was the 
demon and he was going 

to cut the head off the de-
mon.”
Reffitt is one of several Jan. 
6 defendants to be resen-
tenced after a Supreme 
Court ruling in June limited 
the government’s use of 
a federal obstruction law. 
The high court ruled 6-3 
that a charge of obstruct-
ing an official proceeding 
must include proof that a 
defendant tried to tamper 
with or destroy documents  
a distinction that applies to 
few Jan. 6 criminal cases.
A jury convicted Reffitt of 
four other counts, including 
a charge that he threat-
ened his two teenage chil-
dren after returning to their 
in home in Wylie, Texas, 
after the riot. Reffitt’s son 
Jackson, then 19, testified 
that his father told him and 
his younger sister, then 16, 
that they would be traitors 
if they reported him to au-
thorities and warned them 
that “traitors get shot.”
Reffitt’s two daughters 
spoke favorably of their fa-
ther during his resentenc-
ing. They described him 
as a caring father who 
doesn’t pose a danger to 
anybody.q

This artist sketch depicts Guy Wesley Reffitt, joined by his lawyer William Welch in Federal Court, 
in Washington, Feb. 28, 2022.
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The first rioter tried on Jan. 6 charges gets reduced prison 
sentence after Supreme Court decision

A brushfire burns at a Baltimore wood recycling yard late 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024.

Associated Press

Wind-driven brushfire at Baltimore wood recycling yard closes 
expressway, light rail, schools
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By GUILLERMO GARAT and 
ISABEL DEBRE 
Associated Press
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay 
(AP) — The European Union 
on Friday finalized a block-
buster free trade agree-
ment with Brazil, Argen-
tina and three other South 
American nations in the 
Mercosur trade alliance, 
a long-awaited break-
through despite fierce op-
position from France that 
caps a quarter-century of 
on-off negotiations.
The accord would create 
a market of over 700 mil-
lion people, nearly 25% of 
the world’s gross domestic 
product, and save busi-
nesses an estimated 4 bil-
lion euros ($4.26 billion) in 
duties each year.
From Uruguay, the host of 
the Mercosur summit, Euro-
pean Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen hailed 
the deal  which would cre-
ate one of the largest free 
trade zones in the world  as 
a “truly historic milestone” 
at a time when global pro-
tectionism is on the rise.
Provided it is ratified, the 
deal promises benefits 
especially to European 
manufacturers and South 
American farmers, slashing 
red tape and removing tar-
iffs on products like Italian 
wine, Argentine steak, Bra-
zilian oranges and German 
Volkswagens.
“This agreement is not just 
an economic opportunity, 
it is a political necessity,” 
said von der Leyen, who 
negotiated the agreement 
on behalf of the 27 EU 
member countries. As talks 
approached the finish line, 
von der Leyen traveled to 
Uruguay’s capital of Mon-
tevideo on Thursday for the 
gathering of the Mercosur 
nations.
In addition to the region’s 
biggest economies, Brazil 
and Argentina, the trade 
alliance also includes Uru-
guay, Paraguay and, new-
ly, Bolivia.
The deal represents the first 
big trade pact for the Mer-
cosur group, which in the 
past had only managed to 
conclude free-trade deals 
with Egypt, Israel and Sin-
gapore.
But all 27 EU member coun-

tries must endorse the 
agreement for it to enter 
force. Complete ratifica-
tion will take time, and will 
not be easy.
France leads a group of 
member countries that still 
oppose the pact. Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, 
mindful of his country’s vo-
cal and powerful farming 
lobby, has previously de-
scribed the deal on the ta-
ble as unacceptable and 
disastrous for French farm-
ers and industry.
It’s unclear whether his 
objections  shared by Po-
land, Austria and the Neth-
erlands  have been ad-
dressed in the agreement 
finalized on Friday.
In remarks addressing her 
“fellow Europeans,” and 
perhaps especially French 
skeptics, von der Leyen 
promised the accord 
would boost some 60,000 
companies that export to 
the Mercosur region.
“This will create huge busi-
ness opportunities,” von 
der Leyen said, mention-
ing “reduced tariffs, simpler 
customs procedures and 
preferential access to some 
critical raw materials.”
“And to our farmers,” she 
added, “we have heard 
you listen to your con-
cerns, and we are acting 
on them. This agreement 
includes robust safeguards 

to protect your livelihoods.”
Germany, with its huge car 
industry, Spain and other 
member states that have 
pushed hard for the agree-
ment for years praised the 
announcement.
“An important obstacle to 
the agreement has been 
overcome,” German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz wrote 
on social media platform 
X, saying the deal would 
create “more growth and 
competitiveness.”
Spanish Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sánchez called the 
agreement “an unprec-
edented economic bridge 
between Europe and Latin 
America.”
He said Spain would work 
hard to ensure the agree-
ment is approved “be-
cause trade openness with 
our Latin American friends 
will make us all more pros-
perous and resilient.”
Mercosur nations are excit-
ed about selling more beef 
and agricultural products 
in the EU. But farming com-
munities in Europe have 
balked at the prospect of 
cheap food imports from 
South America, claiming 
they would damage com-
petition and lower safety 
standards in the bloc.
A massive European farm-
ers’ protest movement has 
gripped the continent for 
much of the past year. En-

vironmental groups, includ-
ing Greenpeace, warn it 
could accelerate defores-
tation in the Amazon and 
increase the use of harmful 
pesticides.
The deal is the product of 
25 years of painstaking ne-
gotiations, dating back to 
a Mercosur summit in Rio 
de Janeiro in 1999. Talks re-
peatedly fell apart over dif-
ferences in economic pri-
orities, regulatory standards 
and agricultural policies. 
Protectionist tendencies in 
various administrations on 
both sides of the Atlantic 
also upended hopes of a 
quick deal.
Momentum picked up in 
2016, as former President 
Donald Trump imposed stiff 
tariffs on Europe and mar-
ket-friendly leaders cham-
pioning free trade took 
over the notoriously closed 
economies of Argentina 
and Brazil. In June 2019, 
negotiators announced a 
deal that included provi-
sions for tariff reductions 
and commitments to envi-
ronmental standards.
But new obstacles  includ-
ing the election of populist 
former President Jair Bolso-
naro of Brazil, the biggest 
of the five Mercosur mem-
bers, and European con-
cerns over deforestation in 
the Amazon  soon scuttled 
those plans. Since returning 

to power in 2023, left-wing 
President Luiz Inácio Lula 
da Silva, Bolsonaro’s suc-
cessor, accelerated talks 
with the bloc even while 
raising concerns about 
protection for the Brazilian 
auto industry.
Lula on Friday hailed the 
agreement as an impor-
tant victory.
“The deal establishes spac-
es for dialogue that will al-
low greater coordination 
between the two regions 
on these and other issues,” 
his office said. “In addition 
to the expected econom-
ic and commercial gains, 
Mercosur and the Europe-
an Union share common 
values and interests.”
President Javier Milei of Ar-
gentina, a libertarian econ-
omist elected a year ago 
on a vow to overhaul the 
crisis-stricken economy with 
free-market principles, has 
also supported the deal 
previously opposed by his 
left-wing predecessor.
The pact must also be en-
dorsed by the European 
Parliament, but that step is 
not expected to be contro-
versial.
Senior lawmakers immedi-
ately welcomed the an-
nouncement, saying that 
it “marks a significant mile-
stone in advancing inter-
regional cooperation be-
tween the European Union 
and Mercosur.”
But some aren’t popping 
the champagne quite 
yet. The deal’s ratification 
could take years if past EU 
trade agreements are any 
indication.
The EU and Canada signed 
a pact, formally known as 
the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agree-
ment, or CETA, in late 2016 
and the approval process 
has lumbered along since 
then. Germany’s parlia-
ment only formally signed 
off two years ago, and the 
French Senate rejected it 
in March this year, sending 
it back to France’s lower 
house of parliament for fur-
ther discussion.
“Anyone with any memory 
is skeptical,” said Brian Win-
ter, a vice president at the 
New York-based Ameri-
cas Society/Council of the 
Americas. q

From left: Argentina’s President Javier Milei, Uruguay President Luis Lacalle Pou, European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and 
Paraguay’s President Santiago Pena pose for a picture during the Mercosur Summit in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. 
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European Union and Mercosur trade bloc announce free trade 
deal that’s 25 years in the making



WORLD NEWSSaturday 7 december 2024
A6

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— An armored vehicle car-
rying Kenyan police rum-
bles through Haiti’s capital 
with a shattered window 
that a high-caliber bullet 

failed to penetrate, a per-
manent sign of violence 
the officers face almost 
daily in Port-au-Prince.
The Kenyans, who were de-
ployed to Haiti earlier this 

year to help quell gang vio-
lence, have faced relent-
less attacks.
On Thursday, gunfire erupt-
ed in Port-au-Prince as 
Kenyan officers repelled 
heavily armed gangs that 
run 85% of the city and are 
fighting to seize full control.
The Kenyans, joined by 
Haitian officers, crouched 
behind sandbags and a 
concrete wall at the for-
mer offices of the National 
Police that authorities were 
forced to abandon in re-
cent years by encroaching 
gangs. Bullets whizzed by 
as police kept their heads 
down low and returned fire.
“The days are numbered 
for the gangs,” Godfrey 
Otunge, commander of 
the United Nations-backed 
mission led by Kenya, told 
The Associated Press. “Ei-

ther you surrender … or we 
are coming for you.”
Police face a daunting 
task. More than 4,500 peo-
ple have been reported 
killed in Haiti so far this year, 
and another 2,060 injured, 
according to the U.N.
Gang violence also has 
displaced an estimated 
700,000 people in recent 
years as gunmen burn and 
pillage communities in a 
push to control more terri-
tory. A growing number of 
people have criticized the 
Kenyan-led mission, noting 
that police have not seized 
control of gang strongholds 
nor arrested any gang 
leaders.
On patrol in their heavily 
armored vehicle, one of its 
windows previously dam-
aged by a bullet strike, po-
lice returned fire with smoke 

rising from their automatic 
weapons.
The vehicle lumbered past 
charred cars, makeshift 
blockades and the body of 
a person burned to death, 
the skull poking through a 
burned tire.
Last week alone, some 
42,000 people were left 
homeless, half of them chil-
dren, according to UNICEF, 
the U.N. children’s agency.
An estimated six million 
people, including 3.3 mil-
lion children, will need hu-
manitarian aid next year, 
the agency said.
Gang violence worsened 
last month as the United 
States and other countries 
pushed for a U.N. peace-
keeping mission, noting 
that the current Kenyan-
led mission lacks resources 
and funding.q

By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
South Korea’s opposition 
leader questioned the state 
of mind of President Yoon 
Suk Yeol and vowed to 
make all-out efforts to get 
him impeached soon, say-
ing Friday that Yoon’s con-
troversial martial law impo-
sition this week showed he 
could make other extreme 
moves on vital issues.
“A more dangerous part 
of the martial law case is 
the state of mind of the 
president who decided to 
do something that no one 
understands, rather than 
the fact that he did it,” Lee 
Jae-myung, leader of the 
liberal opposition Demo-
cratic Party, told The Asso-
ciated Press in an interview.
“There is a high possibility 
that he could do totally in-
comprehensible things on 
security, defense, econo-
my and foreign affairs is-
sues.”
Yoon’s controversial mar-
tial law imposition on Tues-
day night lasted only six 
hours before it was over-
turned by the opposition-
controlled parliament in a 
unanimous vote and was 
lifted by Yoon before day-
break Wednesday. But the 

short-lived declaration is 
threatening to plunge the 
country into a political tur-
moil and tarnishing its inter-
national image.
In his martial law announce-
ment, Yoon cited the need 
to eliminate “shameless 
North Korea followers and 
anti-state forces.” But 
it’s still unclear why Yoon 
pressed ahead with mar-
tial law when it was obvious 

that it would be rejected 
by the National Assembly. 
Some experts say Yoon 
likely hoped to divert pub-
lic attentions away from a 
spate of scandals involving 
himself and his wife.
In response to questions by 
the AP about Lee’s com-
ments, the presidential of-
fice said that Yoon has no 
problems in handling state 
affairs and making deci-

sions and he is performing 
his duties normally.
Yoon hasn’t made any 
public appearance since 
he announced he was lift-
ing martial law, though his 
office said Thursday the 
president replaced his de-
fense minister, who was 
believed to have recom-
mended the martial law 
decree to Yoon.
Lee’s Democratic Party 

and other small opposition 
parties are pushing for a 
parliamentary vote on an 
impeachment motion on 
Yoon on Saturday to sus-
pend his presidential power 
and responsibility. They call 
Yoon’s martial law “uncon-
stitutional, illegal rebellion 
or coup.”
But they need backing 
from some members of the 
governing People Power 
Party to reach the two-
thirds majority required to 
pass the impeachment 
motion. If approved, the 
Constitutional Court is to 
determine whether to re-
move him from office or re-
store his presidential power.
Opinion surveys showed 
that Lee, who lost the 2022 
presidential election to 
Yoon by a razor-thin mar-
gin, is the favorite to suc-
ceed Yoon in the 2027 
race, despite facing sev-
eral court trials over corrup-
tion and other charges.
Earlier Friday, Han Dong-
hun, leader of the rul-
ing People Power Party, 
raised the need to suspend 
Yoon’s presidential power 
swiftly, saying he poses a 
“significant risk of extreme 
actions, like reattempting 
to impose martial law.q

South Korea’s main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung, bottom center, shouts 
slogans during a joint press conference with members of civil society and the five opposition 
parties to condemn the ruling People Power Party at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, 
Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. The signs read “Impeach Yoon Suk Yeol.” 

Associated Press

South Korea’s opposition leader questions President Yoon’s state 
of mind after martial law chaos

A Kenyan police officer part of a UN-backed multinational force 
runs to take cover from an exchange of gunfire between gangs 
and police at a Kenyan police base in the Delmas neighborhood 
of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. 

Associated Press

Under assault by gangs in Haiti, a Kenyan-led mission fights back
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Aruba’s Bocas: home to the rarest fossil reefs on the planet!

(Oranjestad)—If you’ve 
been to the northern coast 
of Aruba already, you’ve 
probably noticed how the 
ground differs entirely from 
the sandy beaches on the 
southern part of the island. 
These hard surfaces, with 
sharp bumps and holes 
are actually fossilized coral 
reefs, of which its growth 
and changes can be 
traced back to the last gla-

cial period.

On May 30 2023, geosci-
entists, Dr. Patrick Boyden 
from the Marum research 
faculty at the University of 
Bremen, Prof. dr. Alessio 
Rovere from the Ca' Fosc-
ari University of Venice and 
Prof. dr. Gianfranco Scic-
chitano, from the University 
of Bari Aldo Moro, present-
ed their research on these 

fossilized coral reefs at the 
University of Aruba. Their 
focus for their research in-
cluded studying the health 
and formation patterns of 
these coral reefs, and to 
investigate how these reefs 
have responded and can 
respond to fluctuating sea 
levels or extreme weather, 
like hurricanes and tsuna-
mis. 

Through underwater and 
land surveillance, and 3D 
models of the reefs, they 
were able to narrow down 
when these formations 
started to take place. They 
were also able to track the 
fluctuation of sea levels 
during the past hundred or 
even thousands of years, 
and the effects that this 
fluctuation has had on the 
coral reefs of the windward 
side of Aruba. 

These findings can certainly 

put things into perspective. 
The ground on which we 
have walked many times 
in the northern part of the 
island hold such rich history, 
history that dates back to 
a time that most of us can-
not even imagine. As the 
scientists themselves have 
pointed out, these fossilized 
reefs on the windward side 
are truly an incredible and 
rare remnant of geologi-
cal history, as they provide 
a clear view of how these 
reefs have formed. 

This research is also im-
portant for the future of 
coral reefs on the island. 
By studying rising sea lev-
els and climate impact on 
these coral reefs, we are 
able to take concrete ac-
tion in protecting and pre-
serving our coral reefs. So, if 
you are ever visiting one of 
the bocas or driving along 
the northern part of the is-
land, please be conscious 
to help protect our natural 
historical remnant. Oh, and 
wear (coral-friendly) sun-
screen! q

Lessons from our elders:
Plants and fruits for medicinal use (part 2)
(Oranjestad)—In last week’s edi-
tion, we shared with our readers 
some medicinal use for plants and 
fruits, passed down from our elders 
through generations. This week, we 
present two more uses of fruits and 
plants for medicinal use. 

Sweet potato
According to our elders, sweet po-
tato is mostly useful for low blood 
pressure. People who suffer from 
low blood pressure were advised 
to eat sweet potato 2 to 3 times a 
week. However, if you have high 
blood pressure, it is best not to eat 
too much sweet potato, as this 
raises blood pressure. Sweet pota-
toes are also great for people who 
work hard labor jobs, and it’s been 

said to be aid blood circulation in 
the body, as well as help those with 
hemorrhoids or diarrhea. 
Many of our elders opted to plant 
sweet potatoes themselves, mostly 
because of how easy it was to do 
so. Cut the end of a sweet potato 
let it sit in shallow water until it starts 
to sprout. Then you may plant it in 
the ground. Sweet potatoes need 
plenty of water to grow, especially 
in the first week in the ground. It 
was said that once you start to no-
tice the ground crack underneath 
the flowers, it is time to harvest. This 
should happen around month 3. 

Pomegranate
Pomegranates are also one of the 
easier fruits to plant and harvest. Originated from Persia, this plant 

can grow almost everywhere. In 
Aruba, there are many homes 
that have a tiny or big pomegran-
ate tree. You may be wondering 
what the difference is between a 
small and big pomegranate tree, 
for which the answer is based on 
harvest time. Tiny trees produce 
tinier pomegranates that can be 
harvested early on. Contrarily, big 
trees produce bigger pomegran-
ates, but they need enough time 
to fully ripen before harvesting, 
otherwise you might end up with 
bitter seeds. Pomegranate trees 
are also very easy to plant. In es-
sence, if you just throw the seeds 

on the ground, they could grow 
into a tree. 
In terms of medicinal use, pome-
granate skins are said to have a 
few benefits for our health. Ac-
cording to customs, pomegranate 
skin tea can help those that suffer 
from diarrhea. Dried pomegranate 
skin tea is also good for people who 
have worms. Pomegranate flowers 
can be boiled to make a drink and 
this can be used for irritated gums; 
just take a swig and let the tea sit in 
your mouth for a couple minutes.
 
Source: Remedi i Kustumber di nos 
Bieunan (Medicine and Customs 
of our Elderly) by Dinah Veeris q
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Bucuti& Tara Beach Resort!
The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the 
great pleasure of recognizingGoodwill Ambas-
sadorsof Aruba. Thehonoreeswere respectively 
honored with a certificate for theiryears of visits, 
loyalty, and love for the island of Aruba. 

The honorary certification is presented on be-
half of the Minister of Tourism as a token of ap-
preciation and to say “Masha Danki” to guests 
who have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or 
more consecutively. 

The threelevels of honor are as follows:
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively vis-
iting Aruba)
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:
Goodwill Ambassadors
Mr. Rick & Mrs. Camille White from Mount Sinai 

New York, United States. 

Ms. Marouska Heyliger representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, and staff members of Bucu-
ti& Tara Beah Resort bestowed the certificate 
upon the honorees, presented them with gifts, 
and thanked them for choosing Aruba as their 
favorite vacation destination, as their home 
away from home.

The top reasons for returning to Arubaprovided 
by the honorees were:
•	 Aruba’s	people.
•	 Aruba’s	weather.
•	 Aruba’s	restaurants.
•	 “The	feeling	of	safety	&	security	on	the	
island”
•	 “Making	friends	every	time	we	are	here”

On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we 
would like to express our sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to the honorees for their contin-
ued visits to the “One Happy Island”.q

Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas
SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 miles southeast from 
Oranjestad you will enter the city San Nicolas, 
also known as Sunrise City or Chocolate City. 
A city that is rich in authentic culture and island 
charm. San Nicolas is Aruba’s second largest city 
and was once a bustling company town domi-
nated by the oil industry since the early 1930’s. 

Over the course of four decades, its demograph-
ics had changed immensely due to a stream 
of Afro-Caribbean and South American work-
ers who came to fill the jobs in the oil refinery 
between	the	1920’s	until	the	1960’s.	To	this	day	
traces of the multicultural influences in culinary 
offerings and customs, housing and population 
are clearly visible in San Nicolas - more than any-
where else on the island.

Flow of history
if you are looking for history San Nicolas has it. 
Here you will find three amazing museums, The 
Museum of Industry, the Community Museum 
and the Carnival Euphoria, all within walking 
distance from one another. 
The Museum of Industry is situated in the Water 
Tower in San Nicolas and narrates Aruba's indus-
trial history which began in the 19th century. Here 

you will learn about gold, aloe, phosphate, oil 
and the tourism industries which made San Nico-
las once a bustling business center. Experience 
the touching stories of those who were part of 
this history.

Nicolaas Store built in 1940 and renovated in 
2014 is the home of the Community Museum. 
The collection is remarkable and spans millen-
nia. Ancient fossils stand next to tableaus of an 
authentically recreated colonial kitchen and 
bedroom and 19th-century barbershop, just to 
name a few of the items of old-time Aruba that 
has been preserved. A collection of artifacts and 
other objects of artistic, cultural, historical, or sci-
entific importance can be found here for the 
purpose of education or enjoyment. 
Carnival	Euphoria	is	showcasing	Aruba’s	Carni-
val. See how are Carnival has developed over 
the	past	65	years.	

The new San Nicolas
In the shadow of the refinery, an art capital is qui-
etly beginning to grow. This is the new San Nico-
las, a place that is starting to become a magnet 
for all that is young, cool and hip in Aruba. In-
deed, San Nicolas has all of the ingredients of an 

emerging cultural hub — varied history, interest-
ing architecture, and, perhaps most importantly, 
an urban layout that makes it walkable. As you 
walk around, the streets are silent but the walls 
are loud, filled with bright, colorful murals painted 
by a collection of artists from around the world. 
Thanks to the efforts of various art organizations 
in Aruba, such as Art Rules Aruba and Aruba 
Art Fair, San Nicolas has had quite the aesthet-
ic makeover with regards to vibrant street art. 
Each year more and more stunning murals are 
replacing broken down buildings with colorful 
art pieces that keep brightening up SunriseCity.

Must See, Do, Buy & Eat
A little bit of everything can be found in the main 
street. Stores selling shoes, clothing, jewelry you 
name it. Arts & crafts by Cosecha store & Cre-
ative Center, a design store in which you can 
immerse yourself in discovering genuine and 
locally made arts and crafts which reflect the 
diversification of the Aruban craft heritage and 
the	artistic	supply	of	artisans.	Don’t	miss	out	on	
trying the exquisite food offered by the cafes 
and restaurants or just enjoy a peaceful walk 
admiring the murals, mosaic benches and all the 
history San Nicolas has to offer.q
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Aruba to me
ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would 
like to portrait you! By inviting you to send us 
your favorite vacation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. 
Send your picture with that text (including your 
name and where you are from) to: news@aru-
batoday.com and we will publish your vaca-
tion memory. Isn’t that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any other materials, 
you give permission to The Aruba Today News-
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without compensation.
Last but not least: check out our website, Insta-

gram and Facebook page! Thank you for sup-
porting our free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day again.
For today we received a lovely message from 
Christina Teufel.

She wrote to us saying: “Aruba to me is my 
home away from home, where my friends and 
family come together to create unforgettable 
memories on this beautiful island. The stunning 
beaches, vibrant culture, and warm-hearted 
people make every visit feel like a special re-
treat. It's a place filled with laughter, love, and 
the joy of shared experiences, making it truly a 
second home in my heart.”
Thank you for sending us this wonderful mes-
sage sharing what Aruba means to you with us 
and our readers!q

Birds of Aruba
ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010, 
the Aruba Birdlife Conservation 
was founded with the aim of pro-
tecting the biodiversity in general 
and birds in and around Aruba in 
particular. 
Among other things, the founda-
tion will focus on increasing the 
survival chances of species of wild 
birds by promoting their preserva-
tion and conservation. The foun-
dation publishes the most beautiful 

pictures of local birds on their so-
cial media that show us the beauty 
of Aruba’s birds and nature in gen-
eral. Aruba Today gives you a little 
peek with the following pictures 
and descriptions from the founda-
tions Facebook page.

The Great Egret
Serenity in Aruba’s National Park, a 
Great Egret flying in peace. When 
it is peaceful and quite, beautiful 

things start happening in nature. 

Canadian in the house
The breeding season is over and it’s 
getting pretty cold in North Ameri-
ca. Shore birds have started mov-
ing southwards as early as July. This 
wetland beauty wants to keep its 
toes warm. Our Canadian friends 
know exactly where they can do 
so best. A Greater Yellowlegs redis-
covering Aruba’s Bubali Wetlands.

Cabochon
In its living form of so much more 
value than any gemstone. Aruba’s 
smallest and most master of flight. 
A top pollinator. A hovering Blenchi 
inspecting the human who just en-
tered his territory.
English: Blue-tailed Emerald (male) 
Dutch: Blauwstaartsmaragdkolibrie 
(mannetje).
Aruba’s to enjoy. Aruba’s to 
protect.q
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Place names in San Nicolas and their origins 
(Oranjestad)--If you’re ever 
taking a tour of Aruba, San 
Nicolas would definitely 
be on your itinerary. From 
relaxing on the white, san-
dy beaches of Baby and 
Roger’s Beach, to explor-
ing the prehistoric caves of 
Quadirikiri and Fontein, you 
are taking in a full view of 
what San Nicolas has to of-
fer. But did you know that 
you are also passing through 
areas whose names have 
historical origins? Here are 
a few place names in San 
Nicolas and their origin story.  

Sero Colorado 
On your way to Baby or 
Roger’s Beach, you’ll pass 
by the famous Red Anchor 
at what was once the en-
trance to the Colony resi-
dential community and be 
greeted with red soiled hills 
by the coast. This is Sero 
Colorado. Named after the 
30-meter, deep red, lime-
stone hill, “Sero Colorado” 
translates to “Colored Hill”. 
Sero Colorado has deep 
historical ties with the once-
thriving phosphate industry 
in the area. Matter of fact, 

there are still underground 
shafts and passages deep 
in Sero Colorado from the 
time of phosphate mining. In 
1958, the refinery at the time, 
Lago, adopted this name for 
the residential section of its 
employees.  

Vader Piet 
Another well visited area, 
Vader Piet is located in the 
Arikok National Park. Recog-

nizable sites within this area 
includes the Wind Mills and 
the Quadirikiri Cave. The ori-
gin of this name is part his-
torical and speculation, as 
there are slight deviations 
from what actually hap-
pened.  

In 1829, Pieter Lampe was 
a planter and the person 
responsible for governing 
this remote area. As the 

story goes, Pieter was well 
known and beloved for his 
kindness and good treat-
ment of his employees, and 
was therefore also called 
Vader Piet (Father Piet). 
However, he was tragically 
murdered—some speculate 
at the hands of a slave. For 
his work and good heart, the 
area was named after him.  

San Nicolas 

Of course we can’t forget 
San Nicolas itself. Much like 
Vader Piet, the origin of the 
name San Nicolas has so 
far two different accounts. 
In the literal sense, “San 
Nicolas” translates to “Saint 
Nicolas”, leading many to 
believe that this district was 
named after a Spanish saint. 
Though one account does 
support this with the theory 
that the district was named 
after the saint by Spanish 
colonizers, the other ac-
count is much less divine, 
but does refer to an influen-
tial figure in the area.  

Nicolaas van der Biest was a 
successful landowner during 
the time of the phosphate 
boom in late 19th century 
Aruba. Back then, land-
owners (most, if not all of 
them men) were referred 
to as “Shon” by their subor-
dinates. So, the district was 
originally named after Shon 
Nicolaas. Over time, the 
name evolved into what is 
now San Nicolas.  

Source: “Aruba: Short History” 
by Dr. J. Hartog.  

Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Picuda!
(Oranjestad)—If you’re 
ever planning on snorkel-
ing during your vacation 
on Aruba, you may spot 
fish that you can’t recog-
nize. One of these may be 
the “Picuda”, a very com-
mon fish that swims all year 
long in the waters of Aruba. 
Here’s some information 
about the beloved Picuda. 

Let's talk about the names 
of fish. Do you know your 
fish? This is an informative 
article that illustrate some 
fish and their names in Pa-
piamento, which the De-
partment of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fisheries, 
known as “Santa Rosa”, 
wants to share and also 
obtain information from the 
public. 

Picuda, Sphyraena barra-
cuda, Greater Barracuda
Well known is the Picuda 
on the island—Barracuda 
in English. Its scientific name 
is Sphyraena barracuda. It 
is a widely caught fish. It is 
found throughout the year 
in our waters, where it is a 

so-called "ambush preda-
tor" that stays still or floats 
in the water waiting for 
its prey to approach so it 
can attack it with lightning 
speed. It is well known for 
fishermen, especially for 
its white flesh in fish soup. 
In fishing culture, there are 
many other names, such as 
Pecho blanco, Blekito, Ba-
nana, or Bleki. The names 

vary according to size.

Description
The Picuda is a long fish, 
with a round body like a 
torpedo and silver in color 
with shiny black stripes. 
Below, that is, the belly, is 
whiter, while the top part 
is darker. Its snout is very 
pointed, and the lower jaw 
is longer than the upper 

one. Its peduncle, where 
the body meets the tail, 
is thick, while the tail also 
forms a crescent but in this 
case one more "full" than 
that of mullet or conefish. 
This reflects the hunting 
style of the Picuda. It needs 
to be able to accelerate 
quickly when the prey gets 
close.

In Aruba:
Picuda can be found in our 
waters around our island 
throughout the year. Picu-
da, in our waters, is edible 
without any problem. Picu-
da is also a highly sought-
after fish by sports fishermen 
or recreational fishermen 
because it puts up a good 
fight once hooked. It can 
be caught via trolling from 
a boat, casting from shore 
with a line or rod, or by jig-
ging, casting the lure (ar-
tificial bait) and moving it 
with certain rod motions.

Picture courtesy of the 
Department of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Fisheries.
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Meet our Aruban trailblazers:
Padu Lampe 
(Oranjestad)—This week we 
remember one of our most 
beloved Aruban giant, Juan 
Chabaya Lampe—better 
known as Padu Lampe or 
Padu del Caribe. As one of 
the most important and re-
nowned artists in the Aruban 
cultural sphere, Padu’s long 
career led him to be hon-
ored today as “the father of 
culture.”

On April 26th, 1920, Juan 
Chabaya Lampe “Padu 
Lampe/Padu del Caribe” 
was born in Nassaustraat, 
Oranjestad. He grew up in 
a happy musical environ-
ment, and it is because of 
this that he developed a love 
for music. Starting from the 

age of 12, he was agile in 
the clarinet, mandolin and 
cuatro. Henry Lampe, his fa-
ther, was also a well-known 
pianist and musician.
In a publication of the infor-
mative seminar, “Observer”, 

from august 1st, 1962, Padu’s 
many merits and friendly per-
sonality stood out. It was said 
that he was an excellent pia-
nist with a personal style and 
full of surprises. Secondly, 
though the composer was 
not too familiar with music 
theory, he showed innova-
tions in his compositions. 
Lastly, Padu was a promoter 
of Creole music around the 
world. 
One of the most important 
moments in Aruban history, in 
which he was able to witness 
first-hand, was the first radio 
broadcast on the island on 
March 20th, 1954. Here, he 
was accompanied by An-
tillean guitarist Julian Coco 
and Hubert “Loi” Booi. 
In the art world, Padu was 
also a known painter. During 
his youth, he made several 
painting using his unique 
style. In 1939, he participat-
ed in an art exhibit in New 
York, where he won a bronze 
medal for his painting “Typi-
cal View of Aruba.”
Padu remained a popular 
artist within the Dutch Antil-
les and the Caribbean as a 
pianist, singer, author and 
painter. Padu Lampe was 
a local artist who became 
renowned in Venezuela, 

Colombia, The U.S. and The 
Netherlands too. In the 1950s, 
he sold no less than 50 thou-
sand copies of his long-play-
ing albums (LPs). 
Padu Lampe was a multifac-
eted artist, inspired by his in-
terest in parapsychology and 
supernatural phenomenon. 
He wrote three books in Pa-
piamento on the subject in 
1986, which was published 
by the Aruban National 
Printing Press with sponsor-
ship provided by the Prince 
Bernhard Funds Netherlands 
Antilles. 
Besides that, Padu passed 
his exam on “Society to Ad-
vanced Ethical Hypnosis” 
in 1964 in New Jersey. He 
received a certificate as 
a hypnotechnician, which 
gave him the authority to 
practice hypnosis in some 
states.
Over the course of his career, 
he received many acco-
lades and awards in Aruba, 
Curacao, Venezuela and 
the Netherlands. 
Padu del Caribe passed 
away on November 29th, 
2019, at the age of 99 years 
old. Padu brought the Aru-
ban culture around the 
world. His legacy will remain 
ingrained in the Aruban cul-

tural history, and he will be 
known forever as one of the 
most influential trailblazers of 
our community.
Padu will always be in Aruba’s 
heart, because he had com-
posed various special songs 
dedicated to the mothers of 
the island; his song “Sonrisa di 
un baby” (“A baby’s Smile”) 
has been written in three dif-
ferent languages. Padu also 
wrote our national anthem 
“Aruba Dushi Tera”, along 
with Mr. Rufo Wever. This 
song was approved by the 
government of Aruba and 
was named the official an-
them of the island in 1976. 
Other songs that have been 
considered as being almost a 
second anthem for Arubans 
is the special composition he 
wrote for his wife Daisy Croes 
called “Abo so”. Daisy later 
passed away in 1994. q

Aruba’s neighborhoods; the meaning behind their names
Just like any other country, Aruba 
has unique and beautifully named 
neighborhoods that all form a part 
of its culture and development. 
Many of these names have a his-
torical background and meaning 
that teaches us about the island 
and its rich culture every day.

With this series, we want to take you 
on a journey of discovery, where 
you’ll learn not only the beautiful 
names but the history behind it that 
gives it life and meaning.

Anabui/Tierra Del Sol
This neighborhood can be seen on 
Van Raders map and Werbata as 
Anna Boei. Anna Boei is a name of 

which there isn’t much information 
about its origin.

The best historians were able to de-
duce is that this name came to be 
because of a miscommunication 
between Van Spengler and the na-
tives who were living on the island. 
In the Arawak/Taino language one 
can find the word Anaiboa, which 
consists of Ana meaning flower or 
the best and Iboa; the juice of a 
cassava, which together would 
mean “the best juice of a cassa-
va”.

If one assumes that the actual 
word heard was Anaboio instead, 
consisting of Ana meaning the best 
and Boio (bohio); house, the itera-

tion of Anabui would mean “the 
best house.” This is the origin that 
has been more or less speculated 
and assumed for the word Anabui 
and it’s meaning.

During the second world war and 
later, this area was used as a ter-
rain for training of shooting by mili-
tia and latero n Korps Mariniers (the 
marines of Aruba). By the end of 
the previous century a large part 
of Anabui was developed to have 
luxurious villas and a golf course, 
which lead to it getting the name 
Tierra Del Sol, Spanish for Land of 
the Sun. The name is not an official 
name, but the name of the devel-
opment proyect that took place. It 
is hoped that the original and ‘old’ 

name of Anabui is never lost and 
now it will be remembered by both 
locals and tourists.

Angochi
This name can be seen on the Wer-
bata map with little and cursive let-
ters. It is the unofficial name for the 
area given by a tenant to the land 
that was rented to him.

The biggest probability that histo-
rians believe is that it comes from 
native descent, during the time in 
the 19th century where Mestizos 
still lived on Aruba. The name can’t 
really be explain and according 
to books on its history seems to be 
more of a sign of corruption.

However, it seems to come from 
combining A(n), which is a gen-
eralizing prefix and Goeiza, which 
means ‘the spirit of a living man’. 
Angochi remains more of a guess.

This neighborhood’s abbreviation 
is; An.
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Cruise ship Schedule: December 01 - 08 2024

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba
Supermarket hours

Supermarket hours may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though, 
most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm.  

Safety

Since February 2024, Aru-
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basicbut im-
portant information that we 
think may come in handy 
to Aruba’s visitors. 

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out-

lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab-
lishments. 

Drinking water

The water that flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 
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San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051
Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
del Pueblo:  tel.582 1253
San Nicolas:
Seroe Preto:tel.584 4833

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

HEALTH

Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002

By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer
DETROIT (AP) — The reliabil-
ity of electric vehicles and 
plug-in hybrids has dramat-
ically improved, narrowing 
a wide gap with gas-pow-
ered automobiles, accord-
ing to the latest survey by 
Consumer Reports.
But vehicles with internal 
combustion engines and 
gas-electric hybrids are still 
far more dependable, the 
survey found.
Consumer Reports sub-
scribers, who filled out sur-
veys during much of 2024, 
reported that electric ve-
hicles had 42% more prob-
lems than gas autos on av-
erage. But that was down 
from 79% more in the 2023 
survey. The survey released 
Thursday measured reliabil-
ity of vehicles mainly from 

A Toyota RAV4 Prime is displayed at the Pittsburgh International 
Auto Show in Pittsburgh, Feb. 15, 2024. 

Associated Press

Consumer Reports survey finds electric vehicle 
reliability improving but lagging gas models

the 2022, 2023 and 2024 
model years.
Plug-ins, which travel a 
short distance on battery 
power before a hybrid 
powertrain kicks in, had 
70% more problems than 
gas vehicles, but that was 
less than half the differ-
ence found in last year’s 
survey.
The reason for the improve-
ment? EV and plug-in 
technology are maturing, 
said Jake Fisher, head of 
Consumer Reports’ auto-
mobile test center.
“As the automakers get 
more experience with the 
new technologies and 
new platforms, they will im-
prove,” Fisher said.
He said he expects plug-
in and electric vehicles to 
keep getting better, further 
closing the gap with gas 

vehicles. But one thing may 
stand in the way: Automak-
ers often test new automa-
tion and other features on 
EVs, and the new stuff is 
prone to glitches.”Until we 
get to where an EV is just 
a car that does practical 
things with their own pow-
ertrain, I’m not sure they’ll 
ever catch up totally” to 
gas vehicles, Fisher said.
The new technology may 
offer more than the next 
wave of EV buyers would 
like, as EVs move from early 
adopters to more practical 
mainstream buyers, Fisher 
said. “There are people 
who just want a car that’s 
easy to maintain,” he said. 
“I don’t use gas. I don’t 
need this automation fea-
ture and electric door han-
dles or whatever the heck 
they are putting out.”
Consumer Reports has not-
ed that concerns about EV 
and plug-in quality add to 
issues that may have buyers 
hesitating before switch-

ing from gasoline engines, 
including concerns about 
higher up-front costs, too 
few charging stations and 
long charging times.
Gas-electric hybrids, which 
switch from internal com-
bustion to electric power 
to get better mileage, 
were about as reliable as 
cars with combustion en-
gines. q
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By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer
Ralph Fiennes and Ju-
liette Binoche became 
friends while playing lovers 
in “Wuthering Heights.” A 
few years later, they would 
share the screen again in 
Anthony Minghella’s “The 
English Patient,” that histori-
cal epic that would take 
them all the way to the Os-
cars.
They’ve kept in touch in the 
years since, fused by those 
early experiences and their 
admiration for one anoth-
er’s minds and processes. 
There were dinners and 
phone calls and trips to 
catch one another on the 
stage. Binoche went to see 
him in “Macbeth.” He went 
to see her in “Antigone.”
But they hadn’t managed 
to work together again un-
til now. And, appropriate 
for the occasion, the story is 
an epic: the reunion of Od-
ysseus and Penelope.
“We’re very, very, very 
good friends,” Fiennes said. 
“There’s a trust, there’s a 
bond, there’s a respect. 
There’s the love of friends 
and we celebrate each 
other’s work.”
“The Return,” in theaters 
Friday, has been a passion 
project for director and co-
writer Uberto Pasolini, who 
worked on it on and off for 
some 30 years (longer than 
Odysseus’ entire journey, 
he noted).
“I thought I was too old,” 

Fiennes said. “He said, ‘No, 
no, no, no, you’re there. 
This is your last year.’”
Binoche and Fiennes spoke 
to The Associated Press 
about the enduring appeal 
of Homer’s story, their pro-
cess and the value of fight-
ing for provocative cinema. 
Remarks have been edited 
for clarity and brevity.
AP: What was the allure of 
taking this on at this stage?
FIENNES: I’ve been fasci-
nated by Odysseus since I 
was a young boy and my 
mother read me the Greek 
myths. I think it’s something 
about coming home and 
having the courage and 
the sort of sense of des-

tiny to take what is yours, 
to clarify what you have. 
There are great symbols at 
work in this piece.
Uberto had shared this with 
me for some time and we 
got to the point of, well, 
when are we going to do 
this? And who should play 
Penelope? And I said, “It 
must be Juliette Binoche.” 
And he said, “Don’t you 
think it should be Juliette 
Binoche?” And I said, 
“That’s just what I said. 
Uberto, it has to be Juliette 
Binoche.”
BINOCHE: On another in-
terview, he didn’t want to 
say that he chose me. And 
I said, “Why don’t you say 

it?” So now he’s saying that 
three times. I’m so happy.
FIENNES: It wasn’t long be-
fore Juliette Binoche was 
the only person on the 
planet who could play Pe-
nelope.
BINOCHE: I didn’t ask that 
much.
FIENNES: I’m saying that. 
You can’t say that. I can.
AP: It’s on the record for-
ever now. How do you 
prepare to embody these 
iconic characters?
BINOCHE: You prepared 
more than I did. Ralph was 
really training like crazy for 
it. As for me, you want to 
be present and allow truth 
in the moment and make 

these figures, these big 
myths, these archetypes 
real. Uberto was quite con-
trolling because he wanted 
to succeed so much with 
this film, he wanted it to be 
so close to his dream. We 
had to relax him in a way 
so we would have space 
to engage in this acting 
moment between us. We 
wanted to give something 
special to the film so peo-
ple would experience as 
a spectator something an-
cient and yet very truthful 
and modern.
FIENNES: We felt strongly 
that once we were going 
to do it, we were on this 
shared road. You have the 
baggage of these two ar-
chetypes, symbols that are 
heightened, mythical. Our 
job is to make them human. 
We felt the pressure of that 
all the time and we were 
hungry to do it and want-
ed it. It was a conversa-
tion: Please don’t over-de-
fine every second of how 
you’re going to shoot this 
because we will get to a 
place where our combined 
energies will hopefully send 
you messages about how 
you want to shoot it.
AP: You’re both working a 
lot and playing really rich 
roles, “The Taste of Things” 
and “Conclave” just from 
releases this year. People 
tend to be very dark about 
the state of the industry 
and yet there are still won-
derful films being made. q

Juliette Binoche, left, and Ralph Fiennes pose for a portrait to promote the film “The Return” on 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. 

Associated Press

Q&A: Binoche and Fiennes on reuniting for ‘The Return’ and 
fighting for meaningful movies

By HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Just one retail chain 
was enough for Taylor Swift to have the 
top-selling book last week and the biggest 
publishing launch of 2024.
According to Circana, Swift’s “Eras Tour 
Book” sold 814,000 copies over the Thanks-
giving holiday weekend. Circana tracks 
around 85% of the print market, but the 
“Eras” numbers are more precise: Swift sold 
the book exclusively through Target, which 
launched the “Eras” tie-in on Black Friday.
Sales soared even as Swift skipped Ama-
zon.com and other retailers and as some 
fans complained online that the $39.99 
book included typos and other errors. Rep-
resentatives for Target and Swift did not 

immediately respond to requests Wednes-
day for comment.
The sales put Swift in rare company. The 
only bigger nonfiction launch was the first 
volume of Barack Obama’s presidential 
memoirs, “A Promised Land,” which sold 
816,000 copies its first week on shelves in 
2020, according to Circana, which does 
not include audio and e-book sales. But 
Obama’s memoir was available through 
all major outlets and Circana’s tracking for 
“Eras Tour Book” accounts only for its first 
weekend sales. Swift has arranged exclu-
sive, non-traditional releases before. For 
her “Eras” concert film, which came out in 
2023, she bypassed Hollywood studios and 
worked directly with AMC Theatres and 
Cinemark Theatres. q

Taylor Swift performs during the opening show of the Toronto 
dates of The Eras Tour on Thursday, November 14, 2024. 

Associated Press

Taylor Swift ‘Eras’ tie-in book is a smash, selling more than 800,000 
copies in first weekend
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Sports Writer
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) 
— It was a rare instance of 
Lionel Messi stepping on a 
soccer field and having no 
idea what was happening.
There they were, more than 
250 Inter Miami academy 
players, a slew of kids lined 
up at midfield in a forma-
tion that spelled out three 
letters: MVP. And when 
Messi saw his children, he 
realized they were holding 
a trophy.
That’s how Messi learned 
he was Major League Soc-
cer’s best player in 2024.
Messi is the MLS MVP, even 
after a season where he 
missed 15 of Inter Miami’s 
34 regular-season match-
es with injuries or commit-
ments to Argentina’s na-
tional team. He factored 
into a league-high 36 goals 
scoring 20, assisting on 16 
others  for the highest rate 
per 90 minutes in MLS his-
tory.
“Truly, it is an honor for me 
to receive this award from 
all of you,” Messi told the 
academy players.
MLS revealed the voting 
results Friday. Messi edged 
out Columbus Crew for-
ward Cucho Hernández for 
the award, which is deter-
mined by a poll of players, 
club technical staff and 

select media members. 
The club voters preferred 
Hernández over Messi by a 
slight margin; Messi was the 
choice of 41% of players 
and 43% of media.
“Unless you’re living in the 
world of global football, it’s 
hard to imagine the overall 
appeal and the massive 
popularity and stardom 
that Leo Messi has,” said 
MLS Commissioner Don 
Garber, who was also at In-
ter Miami’s stadium for the 

surprise MVP presentation 
that occurred Wednesday 
night. “I mean, he is Mi-
chael Jackson meeting 
Taylor Swift  and he’s play-
ing in our league.”
Messi wound up with 38.4% 
of the average vote, while 
Hernández got 33.7%. 
Portland Timbers midfield-
er Evander (9.2%), D.C. 
United’s Christian Benteke 
(7.1%), and Messi’s Inter Mi-
ami teammate Luis Suárez 
(2.2%) rounded out the top 

five in the voting.
Messi’s win capped a 2024 
campaign where he led 
Inter Miami to the Support-
ers Shield and best regular 
season record in MLS histo-
ry, plus captained Argenti-
na to a Copa America title. 
Inter Miami fell in Round 1 
of the MLS Cup playoffs.
“I would have liked to re-
ceive this award in an-
other situation, being able 
to play the (MLS Cup) fi-
nal next Saturday,” Messi 

said. “But that’s also what 
football is about, overcom-
ing yourself every day. We 
had a big dream of be-
ing MLS champions this 
year. It didn’t happen, but 
next year we’ll come back 
stronger to try again.”
The MLS MVP  named for 
Landon Donovan  is yet an-
other entry on the absurdly 
long list of career honors for 
Messi. He’s an eight-time 
Ballon d’Or winner, eight-
time FIFA player of the year 
winner, a seven-time Span-
ish league MVP, past UEFA 
player of the year, past 
Champions League player 
of the season, World Cup 
golden ball winner, Club 
World Cup golden ball win-
ner, and the list goes on 
and on and on from there.
Best player ever? It’s tough 
to argue. Some of the 
academy players even 
got to address Messi at the 
trophy presentation, telling 
him why he’s their MVP.
“Hi Leo, you are my MVP 
because you have been 
my idol since I was a child 
and seeing you here in 
person every day is truly 
incredible,” Inter Miami un-
der-19 player Victor Fung 
told him. “Thank you for giv-
ing us so many unforgetta-
ble memories ... thank you 
for everything.”q

Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi runs after scoring against Orlando City during the second half of 
an MLS soccer match Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
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Lionel Messi wins MLS MVP award, the latest trophy on a long list of 
honors for the Inter Miami star

ATLANTA (AP) — The Southeastern Conference championship game will not feature an-
other mascot showdown.
The league said there wasn’t enough space on the sideline at Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
in Atlanta for No. 2 Texas to bring along its 1,700-pound longhorn Bevo XV.
The Longhorns are facing No. 5 Georgia in the title game Saturday.
The teams have two of college football’s most famous mascots. There should be enough 
sideline space for Georgia’s pure white English bulldog, the much-smaller Uga XI.
Before the 2019 Sugar Bowl at the Superdome in New Orleans, Bevo XV toppled his 
barrier and began to charge at Uga X, who was Uga XI’s predecessor as the Bulldogs’ 
mascot. Texas handlers were able to pull back Bevo before the massive animal caused 
any harm.
That won’t be an issue in Atlanta.
“When we received the request for Bevo to be on the sideline in Mercedes-Benz Sta-
dium, our staff looked at several alternatives including the sideline location,” said Chuck 
Dunlap, an SEC spokesman. “The reality is there is limited sideline space at the stadium. 
We can’t jeopardize the safety of Bevo or the game participants.”
In addition to the crowded sidelines, Mercedes-Benz Stadium also features field-level 
suits right behind the benches.
“With the narrow sidelines, location of multiple sets for television and camera carts, there 
is not enough space,” Dunlap said. “While we want to honor tradition across the confer-
ence, the space limitation is a reality.”q

Texas mascot Bevo is guided to the field before an NCAA 
college football game between Texas and Kentucky in Austin, 
Texas, Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024. 
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No Bevo? SEC tells Texas there’s no room for its 1,700-pound 
longhorn at title game vs. Georgia
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By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer
The next NFL coaching cy-
cle will feature an impres-
sive list of candidates rang-
ing from proven champions 
to up-and-coming coordi-
nators.
Six-time Super Bowl winner 
Bill Belichick heads the list 
of well-known names that 
includes 2021 AP Coach of 
the Year Mike Vrabel. Don’t 
count out Pete Carroll, and 
Robert Saleh could get an-
other chance quickly.
Lions offensive coordinator 
Ben Johnson, Buccaneers 
OC Liam Cohen, Bills OC 
Joe Brady and Eagles OC 
Kellen Moore are among a 
lengthy list of young offen-
sive-minded coaches who 
will garner plenty of interest. 
Lions DC Aaron Glenn, Dol-
phins DC Anthony Weaver, 
Chargers DC Jesse Minter 
and Panthers DC Ejiro Eve-
ro are among the coaches 
on the other side of the ball 
who’ll receive attention.
Several former head 
coaches currently serving 
as coordinators also should 
be in the mix, including 

Chiefs defensive coordina-
tor Steve Spagnuolo, Steel-
ers OC Arthur Smith, Vikings 
DC Brian Flores, Broncos DC 
Vance Joseph and Com-
manders OC Kliff Kingsbury.
Potential college head 
coaches who could jump 
to the NFL include Notre 
Dame’s Marcus Freeman 
and USC’s Lincoln Riley. 
Of course, most college 

coaches say they’re not 
going anywhere. Riley 
made that known Wednes-
day. Deion Sanders already 
said he’s not leaving Colo-
rado but never say never.
The Jets, Saints and Bears 
already fired their coach-
es. More teams will make a 
change. Since 2019, there 
have been 43 coaching 
changes. Sixteen of those 

coaches have already 
been fired, one retired and 
a few more could be on 
their way out.
Of the 43 hired over the 
past six coaching cycles, 10 
previously were NFL head 
coaches and two were col-
lege head coaches. Of the 
remaining 31 hires, 25 were 
coordinators. Jerod Mayo 
(inside linebackers coach), 
Dan Campbell (tight ends 
coach), David Culley 
(passing game coordina-
tor) and Zac Taylor (quar-
terbacks coach) made the 
leap from an assistant role. 
Antonio Pierce went from 
linebackers coach to inter-
im coach to head coach in 
Las Vegas.
Eight teams hired new 
coaches after last season. 
The three teams who chose 
guys who were previous 
head coaches are current-
ly sitting in a playoff posi-
tion. Jim Harbaugh and the 
Los Angeles Chargers (8-4) 
hold the fifth seed in the 
AFC. Dan Quinn and the 
Washington Commanders 
(8-5) have the seventh spot 
in the NFC. Raheem Mor-

ris and the Atlanta Falcons 
(6-6) are tied for first in the 
NFC South with Tampa Bay 
but hold the tiebreaker be-
cause of a season sweep.
Rookie head coach Mike 
Macdonald has the Seattle 
Seahawks (7-5) sitting in first 
place in the NFC West.
The remaining first-year 
coaches are struggling. 
Pierce, Mayo, Brian Calla-
han (Titans) and Dave Ca-
nales (Panthers) are 11-38 
combined.
A closer look at one coach 
from each category:
Former coach
Belichick is the biggest 
name of all, and drew 
headlines Thursday with 
news that he interviewed 
with the University of North 
Carolina for its coaching 
vacancy. Though he’ll turn 
73 before the start of the 
2025 season, he’s eager 
to get back on the job. 
Belichick needs to win 27 
more games to break Don 
Shula’s record for most reg-
ular-season victories. He’s 
15 wins away from passing 
Shula for all-time victories, 
including the postseason.q

By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer
Hall of Fame wide receiv-
er Randy Moss is stepping 
away from his ESPN ana-
lyst role for an extended 

time to focus on a personal 
health challenge, the net-
work said in a statement.
The 47-year-old Moss re-
vealed last week that he’s 
dealing with a health issue 
and asked fans to pray for 
him and his family.
Moss made his announce-
ment on Instagram from 
the set of the network’s 
“Sunday NFL Countdown” 
show. He directed his mes-
sage to men and urged 
them to get checkups and 
bloodwork done, without 
specifying any particular 
illness. “I just ask for all the 
prayer warriors to put their 
blessing hands on me and 
my family through these 
hard times. People were 
talking about my eyes last 
week,” Moss said before 
putting on a pair of sun-
glasses. q

Broadcaster Randy Moss sits 
on the sideline before an NFL 
football game between the 
San Francisco 49ers and the 
Los Angeles Rams, Monday, 
Nov. 15, 2021, in Santa Clara, 
Calif. 
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Hall of Famer Randy Moss 
is stepping away from ESPN 
for an extended time to 
deal with health issue

New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick twirls his whistle 
during an NFL football practice, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2019, in 
Foxborough, Mass. 
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NFL’s next coaching cycle will feature an impressive list of 
candidates: Analysis


